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AT PRESENT an Honorary Professor of History at the 
Hindu College, Guntur, under a scheme of the 
University Grants Commission, Dr. M. Rama Rao is 
an eminent historian, 

He has published articles and books on such diverse 
subjects as epigraphy, numismatics, art and archi- 
tecture with special reference to Andhra Pradesh. 
His books on the Satavahana and Kakatiya' periods of 
Indian history are well known. 
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FOREWORD 


Tus воок ву Dr. M. Rama Rao is on the life and work of 
Krishnadeva Raya. Every student of Indian history knows 
that the glory of the Vijayanagar Empire attained its 
meridian during Krishnadeva Raya’s reign. The period 
was marked not only by resounding victories of the armies 
of Vijayanagar in battle but also by ап efflorescence of 
art and culture in South India. It was a golden age of 
literature and art. 

It is hoped that this book will give the reader an idea 
of the life of one of the great figures of Indian History and 
make known one of the remarkable epochs in our history. 


B.V. KESKAR 


New DzLHI 
December, 1970 
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THE FIRST THREE decades of the fourteenth century consti- 
tute a fateful period in the history of the Deccan and 
South India, It is a turning-point which marks a sudden 
transition from a phase of long and continuous political 
independence, religious freedom and cultural progress to 
a phase of political subordination, insecurity of religious 
life and cultural set-back. Out of this chaos and 
insecurity imposed and continued by the Muslim conquést 
arose a strong and vigorous movement of political, 
religious and cultural revival pioneered by a few generals 
of the extinguished Hindu States which survived the on- 
slaught. 'The symbol and focal point of this Hindu 
revival and resurgence was the famous Vijayanagara 
Empire which is unique in the manner of its foundation 
and the magnitude of its achievements. 

The Deccan and South India were beyond the pale. of 
Muslim expansion and conquest till about the end of the 
thirteenth century. The region to the south of the Vin: 
dhyas was then divided into four important principalities.— 
the Yadava kingdom of Devagiri in the north which 
embraced, more or less, the Maharashtra area; the Kakatiya 
empire of Warangal, to its south, which covered the entire 
Andhra country; the Hoysala kingdom of Dvarasamudra, 
in the south-west, in which was included the greater part 
of the Kannada area and the Pandyan kingdom of Madura 
in the south which consisted mostly of the Tamil regio n. 
All these were flourishing Hindu kingdoms teeming , with 
riches and enjoying unprecedented _ prosperity. Un- 
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fortunately, however, there were dynastic rivalries and 
frequent wars between these States which blurred their 
vision and made them indifferent to the danger knocking 
at their doors. Persistent and gross under-estimation of 
the strength and the skill of the enemy, patched-up indivi- 
dual resistance and lack of co-ordinated opposition 
resulted in the fall of all these States and their easy conquest 
by the Muslim invaders from the north. 

During the reign of his uncle, Jalaluddin, the Khilji 
Sultan of Delhi, Allauddin Khilji, the governor of Khara 
and Allahabad, made a sudden and unauthorised descent 
upon the Hindu kingdom of Devagiri, defeated its old 
ruler, and carried away immense booty. He repeated 
the adventure after he became the Sultan of Delhi and 
extended the arca of operations. The most memorable of 
these raids of plunder, arson and loot was the опе led by 
the Sultan’s famous general, Malik Kaffur, who was able 
to obtain a rich booty from all the Hindu kingdoms 
in the south and to penetrate as far south as Ramesvaram. 
The Yadava kingdom fell an casy prey and was annexed 
to the Sultanate of Delhi. Both Alauddin Khilji and 
Ghiasuddin of the Tughlak dynasty, which succeeded the 
_Khiljis to the throne of Delhi, invaded the territories of 
‘Prataparudradeva, the last ruler of the Kakatiya empire 
of Warangal eight times. This ruler and his loyal subor- 
dinates took up the challenge and put up a strong and 
continued opposition for the protection of their political 
independence, religious freedom and cultural progress. 
Ultimately, however, these zealous defenders of freedom 
were defeated іп 1323 A.D. and Prataparudradeva was 
taken prisoner and sent to Delhi but died on the way. 
Juna, the crown prince of Ghiasuddin, the Tughlak Sultan, 
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of Delhi, who won this victory followed it up and conquered 
the entire Andhra country and the adjacent area, named 
Ma?bar, which stretched from Nellore in theeastto Quilon 
in the west. He returned home, leaving behind loyal 
subordinates to hold and consolidate his conquests and 
ascended the throne in 1325 А.р. assuming the title of 
Mahammad-bin-Tughlak. 

The plight of the country while under the rule of these 
officers is vividly described in many contemporary records. 
“In a hundred thousand ways the rich were tortured for 
the sake of their money. Some abandoned their lives on 
just seeing the Parasikas. The Brahmans were disallowed 
the performance of their religious rites and rituals. Тет- 
ples were destroyed and idols were desecrated and broken, 
All the agraharas granted to learned men were confiscated. 
The cultivators were ruined as the fruits of their labours 
were taken away. During these days, people could not 
consider their money, their wives and children and their 
earthly possessions as their own. The Yavanas revelled 
in drinking, cow-slaughter and harassing of Brahmans. 
Lacking a saviour and surrounded by the Yavanas, the 
country was like a huge forest surrounded by wild fire.” 

The people of Andhradesa recovered from the shock of 
Muslim conquest and rule after a year’s suffering. The 
old generals of Kakatiya Prataparudradeva rallied to- 
gether and roused the people to vengeance in the name 
of that monarch. There was unbounded enthusiasm 
everywhere. Leaders appeared spontaneously, led. the 
people's war, drove away the officers of the Sultan and 
liberated various tracts of the country. Ав a result of this 
war, several new Hindu States arose on theashes of the 
Kakatiya empire—the Reddi kingdom of Kondavidu, the 
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Velama kingdom of east Telingana, and a little later, the 
Hindu kingdom of Warangal founded by Kapaya Nayaka. 

Two Telugu brothers, Harihara and Bukka, who were 
guards of the Imperial treasury under Prataparudradeva 
and who imbibed his zeal for the defence of Hindu dharma, 
left Warangal on its fall in 1323 А.р. and fled to the small 
Hindu kingdom of Kampili on the banks of the Tunga- 
bhadra. They entered service under its ruler. Sultan 
Mahammad Tughlak sent three successive expeditions 
against Kampili and finally conquered it in 1327 А.р., 
kiling its ruler and taking prisoners its prominent men 
among whom were Harihara and his brother Викка. A 
Muslim governor was appointed over Kampili. Very 
soon, however, there was a spate of rebellions in this 
region and the Muslim governor was driven away. About 
1330 A.D., the Sultan released from prison Harihara and 
Bukka, converted them to Islam and sent them to the 
south, Harihara as governor and Bukka as the commander 
of an army, in order to put down the uprisings. Тһе 
brothers found in this the only opportunity for continuing 
the work of their former master, Prataparudradeva, and 
embraced Islam as a measure of expediency. They did 
admirably well in restoring peace and order and the Sultan 
also made Harihara the ruler of Kannada, the adjoining 
region. Four years later, Syed Jalaluddin, a subordinate 
governor of the far south, rebelled against the Sultan and 
set up an independent principality with Madura as its 
capital. The Sultan came down to the south in 1335 А.р. 
in order to put down the rebellion but plague broke out 
in his camp at. Warangal and he fled for his life. This 
was the signal for the outbreak of fresh trouble. Ballala 
III, the Hoysala king, Kapaya Nayaka, the ruler of War- 
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angal, and Harihara the Sultan's governor of Kampili and 
Kannada, formed a Hindu confederacy and defied the 
authority of the Sultan. 

Harihara was inspired and advised in declaring his in- 
dependence by a great ascetic named Vidyaranya. He 
apostatised from Islam and surrendered his entire kingdom 
to god Virupaksha of Hampi. This secured for him the 
willing support of the people. Harihara and Bukka 
founded on the southern bank of the Tungabhadra a new 
city named Vidyanagara or Vijayanagara, and miade it 
the capital of their kingdom and the centre of Hindu 
revivalism. 

The kingdom of Vijayanagara, thus founded, soon grew 
into an empire, and was ruled successively by four dynasties 
— Sangama, Saluva, Tulu and Aravidu. It continued in 
full vigour till 1565 А.р. and later its glory gradually 
diminished and it finally disappeared from the political 
arena in the last quarter of the seventeenth century. 

Тһе early rulers of this new kingdom who belonged to 
the Sangama dynasty had to fight hard for existence and 
expansion. 'Their strongest and most vengeful enemy 
was a vigorous Muslim State, the Sultanate of the Bah- 
manis of Gulbarga, which was founded by a rebellious 
subordinate of Sultan Mahammad Tughlak in 1347 
A.D. The river Krishna marked the southern boundary 
of this State, while the Tungabhadra was the acknowledged 
northern boundary of the Vijayanagara kingdom. ‘The 
tongue of land formed by the confluence of these two rivers, 
known as the Raichur doab, became the bone of conten- 
tion between the two States. On the east coast there was 
the powerful principality of the Reddis of Kondavidu, 
another resurgent State, and to its west was the kingdom 
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of the Velamas of Telingana. Тһе Sangama rulers 
turned their attention first to the south and succeeded in 
consolidating their position in the Tamil country and 
annihilating the Sultanate of Madura. Then they were 
drawn into a protracted conflict with the Reddi kingdom 
which was finally annexed by Deva Raya II. There were 
simultaneously continuous wars with the Bahmani Sultans. 
Deva Raya was succeeded by weaklings and there were 
recurring fights for succession to the throne. At this 
juncture a new danger arose in the shape of Kapilesvara, 
the new Gajapati king of Orissa, who embarked upon a 
career of expansion and conquest of the Vijayanagara 
dominions on the east coast. Saluva Narasimha, a power- 
ful general of the last Sangama ruler, did his best to salvage 
as much of the empire as he could but the restive and 
unworthy rulers proved a serious impediment. During 
the course of a fratricidal struggle, the then Raya of 
Vijayanagara fled from the capital. Narasimha took 
advantage of it, seized the throne and proclaimed himself 
king. This is the first usurpation in Vijayanagara history. 

Saluva Narasimha, the founder of the second dynasty, 
struggled for some time and restored the semblance of 
peace and order in the empire, He left two young sons 
at the time of his death. The subsequent history of the 
Saluvas is interwoven with that of the early members of the 
Tulu or third dynasty, of which Krishnadeva Raya was the 
third and most illustrious member. 


П ANTECEDENTS 


Tue Turu FAMILY, which succeeded the Saluva family 
on the throne of Vijayanagara, belonged to the.lunar race 
and Yadavakula. It was also known as the Turvasu- 
vamsa after one of its mythical ancestors and Tuluva- 
anvaya after its original habitat in the Tulunadu or Tulu 
country situated in the South Kanara district of the mode 
Mysore State. 

The earliest member of the Tulu family known te 
history was Timma alias Dilipa who lived in. the Tulu 
country. Later, this family migrated to Kishkindha and, 
from there to Chandragiri. Timma married Devaki and 
had a son named Isvara. This Isvara and his family 
migrated to Chandragiri in Andhradesa, became the 
subordinates of the Saluvas who were themselves powerful 
vassals of the Vijayanagara empire. , They married Andhra 
women and became domiciled in Andhra. Isvara married 
Bukkama, became the trusted general of Saluva Nara- 
simha and is credited with a number of exploits—viz., the 
capture of Bedadakota (Bidar) and the conquest of 
Udayagiri, Huttari, Gandikota, Penugonda, Bangalore, 
Gonela-Nellore, Kundani, Goduguchinta, Baguru, Saru-. 
gonda, Nannuru and Srirangapattana. Не also harassed 
and plundered the Kandukuru area and the fortresses of 
Manuva and Mandura. Не had grand titles like Raya- 
chauhatta-malla, Dharani-varaha, Mohana-Murari and Barbara. 
bahu. Не patronized Telugu poets like Nandi Ms Na 
and Ghanta Singayya. 

Isvara's son by Lakkamba was Narasa or Narasimha, an 
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illustrious member of the Tulu family. He also started his 
career as a general of Saluva Narasimha and soon became 
his trusted lieutenant. He shifted to Vijayanagara along 
with his master when the latter usurped the throne and 
became the first ruler of the second or Saluva dynasty. 
'"Saluva Narasimha entrusted his kingdom and his two 
young sons to the care of Narasa Nayaka. Narasa first 
erithroned the elder prince and governed in his name. 
When this prince was assassinated, Narasa placed Tamma 
Ráya, the second prince, on the throne and functioned as 
the de facto sovereign. Ав this young king became restive, 
Narasa sent him to the fortress of. Penugonda, kept him 
ühdér strict surveillance and usurped the throne in 1492 
assuming royal titles. This is the second usurpation in 
Vijayanagara history. 

“The new king known as Narasimha Raya had a busy 
йе “апа was confronted by several enemies. Soon 
after his accession, he led two expeditions into the Raichur 
doab and captured the forts of Manava and Raichur. 
"Thréé' years later, he invaded the Tamil country and 
subjugated refractory feudatories. He next marched 
against the Mysore country, crossed the Kaveri by a 
bridg eof boats and took the island fortress of Srirangapat- 
tana.” Не was a pious and devoted Hindu and made 
several pilgrimages including a visit to Setu-Ramesvaram, 
and performed several Tula-purushas. He was also a 
patron of learning. While yet a general residing at 
Chandragiri, he received in dedication the Varaha- 
piiranam composed by two poets named Nandi Mallaya 
and Ghanta Singayya. Narasa or Narasimha Raya had 
three wives, Tippamba by whom he had a son named 
Viranarasimha, Nagalamba by whom he had a son 
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named Krishna or Krishnadeva Raya and Obamba by 
whom he had two sons named Achyuta and Ranga. He 
passed away in 1500. 

Viranarasimha succeeded his father, Narasa, as the 
guardian of the legal sovereign then in prison at Penugonda 
and as the protector of the empire. He soon got the 
sovereign conveniently assassinated and became also the 
de jure ruler in 1505. Тһе enemies of the empire took the 
war path for this act ofaggression. Yusuf Adil Khan, the 
Muslim ruler of Bijapur, took the forts of Raichur and 
Kurnool but was driven away. Then the feudatory 
chiefs of Ummattur in the Mysore region rose in rebellion. 
Viranarasimha left his stepbrother, Krishnadeva Raya, in 
charge of the capital and proceeded against the rebel. 
This expedition was a failure. Yusuf Adil Khan re-took 
Raichur. Viranarasimha died in 1509, leaving a son 
eight years old and asking his Prime Minister, Timmarasu, 
to enthrone him. 

Timmarasu thought better and enthroned Viranara- 
simha’s stepbrother Krishnadeva Raya in the interests of 
the empire. 


HI ELEVATION 


THE LATEST KNOWN date of Viranarasimha is July 22, 1509 
and the earliest known mention of Krishnadeva Raya is 
dated July 29, 1509. Obviously, Krishnadeva Raya's 
accession took place between these two dates. 

There is conflicting evidence about the date of his 
birth. But the testimony of Nuniz, a contemporary 
Portuguese visitor, of a chronicle written soon after the 
death of the Raya and of an inscription which mentions 
the month and day of his birth may be taken as trust- 
worthy. According to Nuniz, the Raya was over twenty 
years old at the time of his accession and “advanced in 
years” at the time of the coronation of his own son in 1524. 
Following these general indications, it may be taken that 
Krishnadeva Raya was born on the eighth day of the 
month of Magha in the cyclic year Ananda, in the Saka year 
1396 corresponding to 1474. 

He does not seem to have been crowned on the day of 
his accession. According to an account compiled іп 1604, 
he was crowned in S. 1432 in the cyclic year Sukla on the 
Sri Jayanti day in the Tamil month of Avani. This cor- 
responds to August 7, 1509. Тһе Raya was a devout 
Vaishnava and might have deferred his coronation to this 
auspicious day on which Sri Krishna was born. 

Several stories are current regarding the manner of 
Krishnadeva Raya's accession. According to one story, 
his father, Narasa, had greater affection for him than for 
his other sons. Narasa's eldest queen and her relatives 
were jealous of Krishnzdeva Raya. While on his death- 
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bed, Narasa wanted to test the worth of his sons. He 
commanded them to remove the signet ring from his 
swollen finger. While the others were unable to find a 
way out, Krishnadeva Raya cut the finger and removed the 
ring. Narasa then held another test. He had a small 
sword placed in the centre of a spread carpet and asked his 
sons to fetch the sword without stepping on the carpet. 
While his brothers were wondering what to do, Krishna- 
deva Raya rolled up part of the carpet and took the sword. 
These are mere stories and cannot be taken seriously, 
because Krishnadeva Raya did not come to the throne: 
immediately after his father, Narasa. Nuniz narrates 
another story which appears to be reliable, particularly 
because it does not conflict with known facts. According 
to this version, Viranarasimha had a son eight years 
old at the time of his death. During the last days he 
became apprehensive that Krishnadeva Raya might get 
rid of him. Не therefore summoned the Prime Minister, - 
Timmarasu, and asked him to put out the eyes of Krishna- ` 
deva Raya so that the path may be cleared for his own son. 
Timmarasu was wiser. Не was, no doubt, a loyal тіпіѕ-: 
ter but the interests and the safety of the empire were 
dear to him. He knew that Krishnadeva Raya was 
more needed by the empire than a child of eight years. 
He therefore hid Krishnadeva Raya in his own house, got 
à she-goat killed and showed its eyes to the dying king 
Stating that they were his brother's eyes. Krishna-' 
deva Raya told Timmarasu that he had no desire for the 
throne and that he wanted to become a recluse. But the: 
Prime Minister who had saved him from death dissuaded 
him from this resolve, and made him king. 

Krishnadeva Raya was a man of mature wisdom, 
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varied tastes and high accomplishments. He was of 
medium height and fair complexion. He had marks of 
smallpox on his body. Не was cheerful and merry and 
liked cutting jokes. Gallant and perfect in many things, 
he was given to sudden fits of anger. He took delight in 
wearing fine silks of white colour embroidered with roses in 
gold thread, adorned himself with a variety of jewels 
including a diamond necklace and put on a cap of brocade. 

The Raya went through an elaborate daily routine. 
He took great care of his body and took strenuous exercises. 
He would first drink а cup of gingelly oil and practise 
horse riding and wrestling till the oil came out as perspi- 
ration. Then he would have a leisurely and ceremonial 
bath. This was followed by worship in the palace temple. 
Afterwards the Raya would move into a special hall and 
attend to the work of State or hold consultations with the 
ministers, generals and feudatories, His evenings were 
spent in the company of scholars, poets and artists and in 
literary discussions. 

Krishnadeva Raya was a man of rare accomplishments 
besides being a capable general, astute statesman and fine 
strategist. Не was a great lover of music and an adept in 
playing on the veena. He was a sound scholar of literature 
and rhetoric and a well-read student of Vaishnava 
philosophy and tradition, Nature endowed him with 
quick grasp and a highly retentive memory. He was, 
besides, a creative literary artist. 

Krishnadeva Rayá had twelve lawful wives and three 
principal queéns. 'The eldest and most honoured of 
these queens was Tirumaladevi, the daughter of the feu- 
datory ruler of Srirangapattana. The second and most 
beloved was Chinnadevi, originally а courtesan named 
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Chinna, with whom the Raya fell in love even before he 
became king. He married her subsequently and elevated 
her to the position ofa consort. Тһе third was the daughter 
of the Gajapati of Orissa and is variously mentioned as 
Lakshmi, Annapurna, Jaganmohini and Tukka. 

Krishnadeva Raya lived in a grand palace named 
Malayakuta vividly described by the Portuguese visitor, 
Paes. He had a separate hall named Bhuvanavijayam in 
which literary gatherings were held. 
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IV TRIAL OF STRENGTH 


KrisHNADEVA RAYA ASCENDED the throne at a critical 
time. The fortunes of the Vijayanagara empire were at 
the lowest ebb. Two usurpations in quick succession 
lowered the prestige of the central government and en- 
couraged the feudatories and subordinates to a series of 
rebellions. The Tamil feudatories were restive. The 
chieftains of Ummattur in the Mysore territory rose in 
revolt and captured Penugonda in the interior of the 
empire. On the west coast the Zamorin of Calicut and the 
newly arrived Portuguese were at war and this threatened 
the peace in that area. Prataparudra Gajapati, the ruler 
of Orissa, was in occupation of Vijayanagara territory 
on the east coast and was waiting for an opportunity to 
pounce upon the capital. In the north-west, the Bahmani 
kingdom was practically dismembered and five new princi- 
palities, including Bijapur and Golconda, arose on its 
ashes. The founders of these new States and the defunct 
Bahmani Sultan were assuming a threatening attitude 
towards the rival Hindu kingdom to the south of the 
Tungabhadra. Together these dangers posed a grave 
challenge to Krishnadeva Raya. 

The Raya, however, did not lose courage. He had 
supreme confidence in his own strength and the political 
sagacity of his Prime Minister, Timmarasu. He stayed 
at the capital for some time reviewing the situation, examin- 
ing his own resources and planning future strategy under 
the guidance of Timmarasu. 

He had ample resources. His treasury consisted of 
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Next year, 1.6., in 1510, an intriguing situation developed 
in the Muslim State to the north of the Krishna. Тһе 
Portuguese who came to India for commerce were badly in 
need of a central place from which they could trade with 
the rulers of the Deccan and South India. Their horses 
of Persian and Arabian breeds were in demand every- 
where. The Adil Khan of Bijapur resisted their attempts 
to take the island of Goa. Further south, the Portuguese 
were at war with the Zamorin of Calicut. The Portuguese 
governor, Albuquerque, sent Fr. Louis as his representative 
to Krishnadeva Raya to solicit his help against his two 
enemies in return for the exclusive supply of quality horses 
to him. The Raya had his own designs upon the Muslim 
State and did not want to commit himself in advance to 
open hostility. Nor did he want to forego the supply of 
good horses. He therefore adopted a policy of diplomatic 
prolongation of negotiations. 

A serious danger cropped up from the north of the 
Krishna. Mohammad Shah II, the imbecile Bahmani 
Sultan, summoned his erstwhile subordinates, Nizam-ul- 
Mulk of Ahmednagar, Qutb-ul-Mulk of Golconda and 
Yusuf Adil Khan of Gulbarga, to his presence and declared 
a jehad or holy war upon the Hindu State of Vijayanagara. 
'The Sultan and his confederates crossed the Krishna river 
and pitched their camp on its southern bank. Having 
come to know of this, Krishnadeva Raya summoned the 
State forces and the levies of (һе amara nayakas and got 
ready for opposing the enemy. Тһе боуа chiefs and the men 
of the eighteen Kappanas were sent in advance to plunder the 
enemy territory and clear the way. Leaving the Prime 
Minister, Timmarasu, to guard the capital, the Raya 
started on the expedition. The invading army comprised 
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one lakh horse and one thousand elephants. The Raya's 
camp was pitched at some distance from that of the enemy 
so that movements could be made unnoticed. The Sultan’ 
expected an all-out attack by the Vijayanagara forces and 
planned his strategy accordingly. The Raya, however, 
launched his attack in a different way. Pemmasani 
Ramalinganayaka, a Kamma chief, offered to attack the 
enemy with a small force, penetrate beyond the front lines 
and cut the ropes of their tents. Then the main army was 
to charge. The Raya approved of the plan and the 
Nayaka moved on. The Sultan kept fifty thousand swords- 
men in the front, a thousand horse on their flanks and a 
thousand elephants behind them.  Ramalinganayaka and 
his contingent descended like an avalanche and cut down 
the swordsmen, the horses and the elephants. While the 
Sultan's men were stunned by this unexpected calamity, 
the Nayaka pressed on and cut the ropes of the tents of the 
leading men. Seeing this signal, the Raya charged with a 
hundred and twenty elephants, sixty thousand horse and 
five lakh infantry. Surprised by this further attack and’ 
unable to withstand it, the Sultan’s forces ran helter-skelter. 
Most of them were drowned in the river in an attempt to 
cross it. Mahammad Shah was seriously wounded and 
carried from the field with great difficulty. The Vijaya- 
nagara army plundered the enemy camp and captured 
rich booty. Тһе Raya then crossed the river and pursued 
the enemy. Yusuf Adil Khan of Bijapur suddenly turned 
round and attacked. In the battle that ensued at Kovil- 
konda, the Raya slew him. In honour of this great 
achievement he assumed the title Paribhuta-Suratrana or 
vanquisher of the Suratrana or Sultan. 

Even before this campaign against Mahammad Shah 
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began, the Raya had to deal with a serious rebellion by 
the feudatory ruler of Ammattur in the Mysore territory. 
Gangaraya, the local chieftain who governed the Bangalore 
and Tumkur districts, had rebelled against Krishnadeva 
Raya's predecessor, Viranarasimha, and could not be 
vanquished. He captured Penugonda in the heart of the 
empire and went unchallenged. Krishnadeva Raya sent 
a powerful army against his chief, while he himself was 
marching against Mahammad Shah. Тһе Vijayanagara 
army entered the home territory of the rebel and carried 
оп a relentless war. The fortress of Ummattur was cap- 
tured and its walls were razed to the ground. Then the 
fortress of Sivasamudram, built on an island in the Kaveri, 
was besieged. It was starved into submission. Next 
came the turn of Srirangapattana, another island fortress. 
This too was reduced. Soon after his return from the 
campaign against Mahammad Shah, the Raya joined this 
army and led it to final success in 1512. 

After his return to the capital, Krishnadeva Raya 
had to march once again. On the death of Yusuf 
Adil Khan, his young son, Ismail, was raised to the 
throne and a noble named Kamal Khan. became the 
Regent. Kamal Khan captured Mahammad Shah 
Bahmani and imprisoned him at Bidar. He then 
became over-ambitious апа coveted the throne, but was 
assassinated. "This was followed by factious fighting in 
the Bijapur State. Krishnadeva Raya took advantage 
of it and marched on Bijapur and won a battle against. 
Barid Shah and the Nizam Shah. Не then proceeded to 
Bidar and took that fort. There he found the old Bahmani 
Sultan, Mahammad Shah, languishing іп jail. Тһе. 
Raya released him and restored him to his regal status 
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hoping that this might create a rift in the enemy camp. 
In commemoration of this event, he assumed the title 
Yavana-rajya-sthapanacharya or establisher of the Yavana 
kingdom. This event also took place in 1512. 

'Thus, though many dangers beset Krishnadeva Raya 
during the first four years of his reign (1509-1512), he 
emerged unscathed. 


V THE GREAT MARCH 


HAVING SUBDUED THE rebellious chiefs in Mysore terri- 
tory and repelled his Muslim enemies for the time being, 
Krishnadeva Raya turned his attention to his most 
powerful enemy, the Gajapati of Orissa. Тһе Gajapati 
was in full and effective occupation of the east coast 
formerly included in the Vijayanagara empire. Не was 
famous for his mighty elephant force and had besides 
strong fortresses like those of Udayagiri, Kondavidu, 
Kondapalli and Rajahmundry on the coast and many 
others in Telingana on the other side of the Eastern Ghats. 
Then there were his Muslim allies like the rulers of Bijapur 
and Golconda, who had pledged their full support in case 
the Raya of Vijayanagara attacked him. 

Krishnadeva Raya got ready a big force of thirty-four 
thousand foot and eight hundred elephants for a grand 
march against the Gajapati. It was a daring and danger- 
ous adventure. The territory beyond the Krishna on the 
coast was unfamiliar. The forts were all well garrisoned 
and well stocked with supplies. Valiant generals, some 
of them relations of the Gajapati, commanded them. 
The Muslim allies of the Gajapati could at any time deal 
a flank attack. But the Raya had great confidence in his 
superior generalship and flexible strategy and in the wisdom 
and unfailing resourcefulness of his Prime Minister, 
Timmarasu. This campaign is fittingly celebrated in 
contemporary literature, court chronicles and inscriptions. 
It was pursued in seven stages, each marking a distinct 
epoch, and lasted from 1513 to 1518-19. 
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Тһе target of the Raya's first attack was the impreg- 
nable fortress of Udayagiri in the Nellore district. This 
stronghold was surrounded by hills on all sides and by 
huge boulders beyond. There was only one narrow 
passage leading into it, hardly enough for a single man to 
walk through. It was guarded by a Gajapati army of 
ten thousand foot and four hundred horse. Tirumala- 
kanta Raya, a paternal uncle of the Gajapati, commanded 
the army and the fortress. Krishnadeva Raya despatched 
his army in advance to Udayagiri and himself visited 
Tirumala on February 2, 1513 in order to propitiate Sri 
Venkatesvara, his guardian deity, enshrined on the hill. 
After this pilgrimage the Raya joined his army. Тһе 
siege was carried on for a year and a half till the end of 
June, 1514 by a Vijayanagara force of thirty-four thousand 
infantry and eight hundred elephants including the 
original contingent. Тһе Raya was accompanied by a 
number of feudatories like those of the Araviti, Toraganti, 
Gobburi, Nandyala and Aruku families and other subordi- 
nates like the Tulu and Boya chiefs. Having come to 
know of this, the Gajapati collected a big army, proceeded 
towards Udayagiri and attacked the besiegers. Un- 
daunted, the Raya left part of his force to continue the 
siege and attacked the Gajapati with the other part. The 
Gajapati was defeated and driven back to Kondavidu. 
Returning from the battle, the Raya intensified the siege. 
He got the boulders broken and made numerous paths. 
A wall of stone was raised round the fort and all supplies 
were cut. Vexed with the stalemate, the Raya swore 
one day that he would neither bathe nor eat till the fort 
was reduced. The Vijayanagara armies made an all-out 
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lost courage and sent his turban to the Raya as a token of 
submission. An aunt of the Gajapati was also captured 
on this occasion and sent to Vijayanagara with honour. 
The fort and the surrounding territory were placed in 
charge of a loyal subordinate named Kampanna. Тһе 
Raya took an idol of Balakrishna at the request of his 
guru, Vyasatirtha, and installed it ina grand temple built 
in the capital. While the armies moved forward, the Raya 
returned to his capital after a thanksgiving visit to Tiru- 
mala in June, 1514. 

Тһе Vijayanagara army marched on to Kondavidu 
devastating and subjugating the territory. It took several 
fortresses on the way like Addanki, Vinukonda, Bellam- 
konda, Nagarjunakonda, Tangeda and Ketavaram. The 
people and the officials of these forts took refuge in the 
impregnable hill fortress of Kondavidu. Тһе | Prime 
Minister, Timmarasu, reached the fort and laid siege to 
it. A little later, the Raya left the capital and joined 
this army. On hearing of it, the Gajapati came down 
once again to break the siege with a force of one thousand 
three hundred elephants, twenty thousand horse and five 
hundred thousand foot. Leaving a strong force behind to 
continue the siege, Krishnadeva Raya marched four 
leagues from the fort, arrived on the south bank of a small 
river and asked the Gajapati to cross the river and offer 
battle. Since the enemy did not move from the opposite 
bank, the Raya crossed the river at great risk and attacked 
the enemy. In the battle that ensued the Gajapati's 
army suffered a heavy defeat and fled. After this victory, 
the Raya returned to Kondavidu and continued the siege. 
Inside the fort were many nobles and relatives of the 
Gajapati, viz., Virabhadra, his son; Naraharideva, the son 
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of Kumara Hamvira; Lakshmipatiraju, son of Srinatharaju; 
Ramaraju, Rachuri Mallukhan, Janyala Kesavapatra and 
Balachandramahapatra; besides а queen of the Gajapati. 
The Raya blockaded the fort and starved its inmates. 
High platforms were erected round the fort walls from 
which the besiegers shot at the defenders at level. After 
a struggle of three months, the Vijayanagara armies scaled 
the walls and entered the fort. All the Gajapati nobles 
and relations were taken captives. This strong fort fell 
on June 23, 1515. The administration of the fort and the 
adjoining territory was entrusted to the Prime Minister, 
Timmarasu, who in turn put his nephew, Nadindla Gopa, 
in charge and himself joined the march. The Raya 
returned to the capital for a short stay after visiting several 
centres of pilgrimage on the way, including Tirumala. 

Meanwhile the Vijayanagara army continued to march, 
crossed the Krishna river and reached another Gajapati 
stronghold, Kondapalli, and laid siege to it. On the way 
the army took Bezwada on the bank of the river. The 
Raya returned from the capital and joined his army. 
Kondapalli was besieged by an army consisting of one 
thousand three hundred elephants, twenty thousand horse 
and five lakh infantry. Once again, the Gajapati made a 
desperate attempt to break the siege by attacking the 
besiegers, and halted on the bank of the Krishna with 
his forces; and once again, the Raya came with a strong 
contingent, obstructed the march of the enemy and put 
him to flight after inflicting a crushing defeat. The 
siege was continued with redoubled vigour and the fortress 
of Kondapalli surrendered after a stiff resistance of two 
months. A son and a queen of the Gajapati were cap- 
tured on this occasion. 
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After the fall of Kondapalli, the Raya sent one part 
of his army further north along the coast. He led the 
other part across the Ghats into Telingana. This deviation 
was partly due to the fact that the Gajapati was the master 
of the eastern half of Telingana and the defeat of the 
Gajapati would not be complete without the conquest 
of his dominions in Telingana. It was also due partly to 
the Raya's anxiety to prevent a possible flank attack by the 
Muslim allies of the Gajapati. Part of this area was then 
under one of the Gajapati subordinates named Chitab 
Khan or Sitapati who governed first from Khammamet 
and then from Warangal. This chieftain had to be sub- 
dued. Having entered Telingana for these reasons, the 
Raya first dislodged Chitab Khan from his strongholds and 
then took a number of fortresses in the modern districts 
of Nalgonda and Warangal, viz., Anantagiri, Undrakonda, 
Urlagonda, Aravapalli, Jallipalli, Kandikonda, Kappalu- 
vayi, Nallagonda, Khammamettu, Kanakagiri, Sankara- 
giri, Devarakonda and Warangal. 

Leaving Telingana, the army marched through the 
defiles in the Eastern Ghats. Chitab Khan made a surprise 
attack in these valleys but was repelled. Crossing the 
passes, the army emerged on the east coast and reached 
Potnuru. Here the Raya set up a Jayastambha or pillar 
of victory and reached the famous Vaishnava centre of 
pilgrimage, Simhachalam, in March, 1516. He waited 
here for six months for the Gajapati to come and offer 
battle. The Raya then returned to Vijayanagara via 
Tirumala where he arranged for the gilding of the 
vimana above the sanctum of Sri Venkatesvara. 

Тһе army left behind by the Raya while invading Te- 
lingana marched along the coast conquering on its way 
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Vengi, the area between the Krishna and the Godavari, 
burning the Jammi valley, reducing Kona or the Godavari 
delta, taking Kotham and Kanakagiri and Rajahmundry. 
It reached Simhachalam finally and joined the other 
division of the Vijayanagara army. 

Early in January, 1517, Krishnadeva Raya returned from 
the capital to his army camping at Simhachalam. Не took 
great risk and marched further into unknown enemy 
territory. The seven Mannes in the agency were con- 
quered and the town of Oddadi was burnt down. At 
about this time, the Prime Minister Timmarasu advised 
the Raya not to go further, explained the dangers involved, 
described the might of the Gajapati and recommended an 
honourable return. But the Raya insisted on having his 
full revenge on the Gajapati by subjugating him. "Тһе 
situation was dangerous. The Gajapati’s Patra subordi- 
nates were considered invincible and success was very 
doubtful. Unable to dissuade the Raya, Timmarasu had 
recourse to a stratagem. Sixteen boxes were filled with 
costly jewels and a letter addressed to one Patra subordi- 
nate was put in each box thanking him for help rendered 
so far and promising further rewards after the capture of 
Cuttack. The men carrying these boxes were sent to the 
place where the Gajapati army was. They were captured 
and taken to the Gajapati. On seeing the letters the ruler of 
Orissa lost heart and fled from the fort under cover of dark- 
ness. The fortress yielded easily and the Raya entered it 
in great glee. He promised amnesty to its inhabitants and 
help to those who wanted to leave it. The Gajapati sued 
for peace and the Raya graciously acceded to his request. 
The two monarchs agreed that the Krishna should be the 
southern boundary of the Gajapati kingdom, The 


26 KRISHNADEVA RAYA 


Gajapati cemented this alliance by giving his daughter 
in marriage to the Raya. Thus ended the grand march 
after a duration of over six years and the Raya made a 
triumphant entry into his capital with his new bride. 

There was another incident in the Kondavidu region 
after the victory of the Raya. А general of the ruler of 
Golconda appeared with an army of sixty thousand men 
and harassed the country. 'Timmarasu, the Prime 
Minister, who was the virtual governor of Kondavidu, 
rushed to the spot with a force of two hundred thousand 
men, met the general, defeated him and captured many 
jewels and much money. After restoring peace and order, 
the Prime Minister returned to the capital. 


VI THE GREAT BATTLE 


KRISHNADEVA Raya sPENT about a year at his capital 
recovering from the strain of the Kalinga campaign and 
indulging in literary pursuits for diversion. But his desire 
to recapture the Raichur doab yet remained unfulfilled. 
He now prepared for the next great struggle. 

While the Raya was campaigning on the east coast, 
Ismail Adil Khan of Bijapur advanced into the doab and 
occupied the forts of Raichur and Mudgal. "Теге was 
also another cause for the outbreak of hostilities. The 
Raya sent Siddi Mercar, one of his subordinates, with forty 
thousand paradaos to buy horses of good quality at Goa. 
Mercar, however, decamped with the money into Adil 
Khan's territory. Krishnadeva Raya demanded from Adil 
Khan the surrender of the traitor and the money, but the 
latter sent evasive replies. This gave the Raya the long 
awaited opportunity. 

Having informed the other Sultans of the perfidy of 
Adil Khan, the Raya commenced his march in May, 1520. 
The Vijayanagara army. consisted of several divisions. 
One division, with thirty thousand archers, one thousand 
horse and sixteen elephants, led by Kumaravirayya, 
formed the advance party. The second division was led 
by Triyambaka Raya with fifty thousand foot, two thousand 
horse and twenty elephants. The third division with sixty 
thousand foot, three thousand five hundred horse and thirty 
elephants was led by Timmapa Nayaka. Adapa Nayaka 
was the leader of the fourth division which consisted of a 
hundred thousand foot, five thousand horse and fifty 
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elephants. Тһе fifth division was under Kondamarasu 
who had a hundred and twenty thousand men, six thou- 
sand horse and sixty elephants under his command. "Тһе 
sixth division was led by Komara, who commanded eighty 
thousand foot, two thousand five hundred horse and forty 
elephants. Gundraja (Govindaraja), the brother of the 
Prime Minister, Timmarasu, led the seventh division which 
had one thousand horse, thirty thousand foot and ten ele- 
phants. The next division was led by the king's favourites 
who commanded forty thousand foot, one thousand horse 
and fifteen elephants. Another division was led by the 
Raya's betel-leaf servers with fifteen thousand foot and two 
hundred horse. Тһе king's father-in-law, Virayya, rode 
at the head of eight thousand foot, four hundred horse and 
twenty elephants. Then followed the king’s bodyguard 
with six thousand horse, forty thousand foot and three 
hundred elephants. This huge army was preceded by a 
contingent of fifty thousand scouts well protected оп the 
flanks by two thousand archers. 

Тһе Vijayanagara army marched into the doab and 
reached the village of Makambanda, situated ata league's 
distance from Raichur. Тһе Raya pitched his camp there 
and made elaborate arrangements for the siege of the 
fortress. 

Тһе fortress of Raichur was at the confluence of two 
rivers and was protected by high walls and boulders in the 
north and south. It had three concentric walls of massive 
construction with towers. There were many tanks and 
wells inside and there was по dearth of water. Тһе fort 
had provisions which could last for five years. It was 
guarded by a garrison of eight thousand foot, four hundred 
horse and twenty elephants. There were, besides, thirty 
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catapults and two hundred pieces of heavy artillery. 
The Raya's armies advanced and pitched their camp 
beyond the ramparts before the eastern gateway, and 
surrounded the fort. 

'The Adil Khan came to know of the siege and marched 
to the rescue of the fort. He had with him a large army 
consisting of a hundred and twenty thousand foot, eighteen 
thousand horse and a hundred and fifty elephants. He 
reached the north bank of the Krishna and encamped 
there, expecting the Raya to cross the river and offer 
battle but the latter did not move and at the same time 
continued the siege. Disappointed, the Khan crossed the 
river and encamped at the village of Gobbur, eighteen miles 
from Raichur. Trenches were dug round the camp and a 
temporary wooden palisade was erected. The Khan 
expected an all-out frontal attack by the enemy and 
deployed his forces accordingly. 

As usual, Krishnadeva Raya left a strong contingent 
behind to continue the siege and advanced towards the 
enemy. He sent Kumara Virayya with two divisions to 
make a frontal attack and kept himself behind with the 
remaining part of the army. Adil Khan’s men killed 
most of the soldiers of Virayya and put the survivors to 
flight. Elated with this success the Sultan's men broke 
their ranks and pursued the retreating foe. Тһе Raya 
took advantage of the disarray of the enemy and inspiring 
his retreating men to rally round, he fell upon Adil 
Khan's forces with devastating effect. "Тһе enemy were 
surprised at this manoeuvre and took to flight. Many 
of them were killed and the survivors, who ran to the 
river were drowned. Adil Khan mounted an elephant, 
forded the river at a deserted spot and escaped into his 
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own territory. Тһе Raya's victory was complete. Не 
captured from the enemy four thousand horse, one hundred 
war elephants, four hundred heavy cannon and a large 
number of tents and pavilions. 

Returning from the victorious battle of Gobbur, Krishna- 
deva Raya intensified the siege of Raichur. He engaged 
the services of a Portuguese officer named Christovao da 
Figueoredo and his band of twenty-one musketeers. Тһе 
defenders who used their cannon fixed on the fort walls 
could only destroy the enemies at a distance but not those 
nearer the walls. The Vijayanagara army destroyed the 
outermost wall of the fort with crowbars and pick-axes 
and ultimately occupied its entrance. Frightened at this, 
the people inside the fort surrendered on May 19, 1520. 
The Raya granted them amnesty and immunity from 
plunder. Peace and order were restored and the fort 
was repaired. 

Back in his capital, Adil Khan started negotiations for 
the return of Raichur, and make good his losses in the 
battle of Gobbur. It was agreed that the Hindu and 
Muslim monarchs should meet and settle matters in person. 
Adil Khan was afraid of going to Vijayanagara and so 
the Raya agreed to go to the border of the two kingdoms. 
Accordingly, he went to Mudgal and waited for the Khan. 
Then he entered the Khan’s territory and reached Bijapur. 
Adil Khan fled from his capital and never appeared 
again. Unable to prolong his stay on account of scarcity 
of water and fuel, the Raya moved on, devastating Bijapur 
territory. Не took Firozabad and Назапарай апа 
reached Sagar. Even then the Khan did not turn up. 
Krishnadeva Raya then proceeded to Gulbarga and took 
the town. There he found three sons of Mahammad 
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Shah, the late Bahmani Sultan. He raised the eldest 
prince to the throne and took the others to Vijayanagara. 

Тһе Raya who thus fulfilled the desire of Saluva Nara- 
simha celebrated the victory by going on a pilgrimage to 
“Tirumala on February 17, 1521, and propitiating its deity, 
Sri Venkatesvara. 


VII THE LAST DAYS 


AFTER THE CONCLUSION of the campaign against the Gaja- 
pati and the successful siege of Raichur, Krishnadeva Raya 
had a comparatively easy time. Не was able to devote 
much of his time to literary pursuits and patronage of arts. 

Though the Raya had two daughters who were well 
married and settled in life, he did not have a male issue 
for a long time. At last in 1518, a son was born to him 
and he named his heir Tirumala, after the abode of his 
patron deity, Sri Venkatesvara. 

By 1524, we are told that “feeling that he was advanced 
in years and deciding to rest in his old age, and wishing 
his own son to become king when he died, he (Krishna- 
deva Raya) determined to make him (his son) king during 
his lifetime, the boy being six years old and the king was 
not knowing what would happen after his death." The 
Raya was about fifty years old at this time and was ex- 
hausted due to waging frequent wars and keeping incessant 
vigilance over the affairs of the State. Не was naturally 
worried about the succession to the throne after him and 
grew apprehensive about his young son. Не had himself 
set aside the young son of his elder brother and predecessor, 
who was the legal heir to the throne. Не had two grown- 
up step-brothers who were coveting the throne and had 
thus every reason to be concerned about the future of his 
son. There was reasonable hope that if the boy was 
enthroned during his own lifetime and made to rule for 
some years, his chances of continuing as the king of 
Vijayanagara would be assured. For these reasons 
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“he abdicated his throne and all his power and name, and 
gave it all to his son and himself became his minister and 
Salvatinica (Prime Minister, Timmarasu) who had held 
that office became his counsellor.” The boy prince was 
actually crowned in 1524, and given the title Tirumalaraya 
Maharaya. This prince, however, fell ill and died 
within eight months of his accession. Having no other 
choice, Krishnadeva Raya again assumed the kingship 
that he had abdicated. 

Nuniz narrates a curious story about what happened, 
subsequently. ‘After his (the son's) death, Cristnarao 
(Krishnadeva Raya) learnt that his son had died by 
poison given to him by the son of Salvatinica (Timmarasu) 
and in his anger, being certain thatthis was so, he sent to 
call Salvatinica and his son and Guandaja (Govindaraja), 
brother of Salvatinica and many other captains, relatives 
of Salvatinica and made them a speech at the time of the 
salam....he addressed him thus—‘I held thee as my 
great friend, and now for these forty years, thou hast been 
governor in this kingdom, which thou gavest-me, yet I 
am under no obligation to thee for that, because in doing 
so thou didst act in a way contrary to thy duty. Thou 
wert bound, since the Lord the King, my brother, com- 
manded you to put out mine eyes; yet thou didst not carry 
out his will nor obey him, but instead thou didst cheat him 
and the eyes of a goat were put out, wherefore since thou 
didst not fulfil his command, thou wert a traitor, and thy 
Sons with thee for whom I have done so much. Now I 
have learnt that my son died of poison given to him by 
thee and thy sons, and for that you are all here made 
prisoners’... and after he had seized the men, father and 
Sons, they remained three years in prison." After this а 
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боп of Timmarasu is stated to have escaped to a strong 
fortress and from there waged war against the Raya, that 
the rebel was captured and brought back to the capital, 
and that the Raya ordered that the eyes of Timmarasu 
and another son be put out and that they be kept in prison. 

However tempting, this story of Nuniz cannot be 
believed. It is not corroborated by any other source, 
particularly by reports written shortly after the Raya's 
death. Timmarasu and his brother did not languish in 
jail. Both were active for a long. time. Timmarasu 
lived till 1535, and his brother, Govindaraja till 1541 in 
the reign of Krishnadeva Raya's successor, Achyutadeva 
Raya. However, the story related by Nuniz seems to 
be true as far as the death of Tirumala Raya is concerned. 
Іс is probable that some other minister, named Timma, 
poisoned the prince and Nuniz confused him with the 
Prime Minister. It is known that Timmarasu gave up his 
prime ministership when Krishnadeva Raya abdicated in 
favour of his son. Timmarasu must have opposed the 
coronation of a boy of six years as detrimental to the 
interests of the empire. The Raya being adamant, 
Timmarasu must have retired into private life. 

The latest known mention of Krishnadeva Raya is on 
October 27, 1529 and the earliest known date of his 
younger brother and immediate successor, Achyutadeva 
Raya, is December 28, 1529. Krishnadeva Raya must 
have passed away some time between thesc two dates. 


VII THE PILGRIM 


KrisHNADEVA RAYA WAS a pious Hindu. He missed no 
occasion for paying a visit to holy shrines and making 
liberal gifts to them even while engaged in expeditions and 
military operations. He was a Vaishnaya by persuasion 
but respected all faiths and visited famous temples of both 
Vishnu and Siva. 

One of his Tirumalai records states that the Raya 
visited Kanchi, Srisailam, Arunachalam, Chidambaram, 
and Tirumala. Other records mention his visits to Simha- 
chalam, Srikakulam, Dharanikota-Amaresvaram, Ahoba- 
lam, Kalahasti and Tirupati. 

Sri Venkatesvara of Tirumala was the guardian deity of 
the Raya and he went on pilgrimage to Tirumala on seven 
different occasions. 

His first visit was on February 10, 1513 and on this 
occasion he dedicated to the god a crown of gold set with 
nine kinds of gems. His two queens, Tirumaladevi and 
Chinnadevi, who accompanied him, dedicated a gold 
cup each. This was an expression of the Raya’s gratitude 
for the victory at Ummattur. 

'The Raya was at Tirumala again on May 2, 1513, this 
time without his queens. Оп this occasion, he presented 
numerous ornaments to the Mulavar or the original deity 
and his processional images for their daily decoration. 
This visit seems to have been a prelude to the siege of 
Udayagiri. 

He visited Tirumala again on June 16, 1513, and made a 
gift of several villages to the deity. It was a thanksgiving 
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visit made after driving away the Gajapati to Kondavidu. 
From Tirumala, he visited the celebrated Saiva shrine at 
Kalahasti on the same day and gifted many jewels, gold 
plates and villages to Kalahastisvara. He also built the 
big gopuram on the banks of the Suvarnamukhi river. 

Krishnadeva Raya went to Tirumala once again on 
July 6, 1514 while on his way to the capital after the 
capture of Udayagiri. On this occasion, he performed 
Kanakabhishekam to Sri Venkatesvara with 30,000 gold 
coins. 

After the fall of Kondavidu, the Raya visited Dharani- 
kota-Amaresvaram with his queens in October, 1515. 
There he performed the Tulapurusha and his queens per- 
formed costly ceremonies of charity, viz., Ratnadhenu and 
Saptasagara. From Amareswaram he went to Srisailam 
and gifted many jewels and villages to the deity, Mallikar- 
juna. His next visit was to Ahobalam, a famous centre of 
Vaishnava pilgrimage, where he presented to god Nara- 
simha many jewels and villages. Returning to Vijaya- 
nagara, he gifted to Sri Venkatesvara a Prabhavali set 
with precious stones on October 29; 1515: 

Krishnadeva Raya was at Simhachalam, a famous 
Vaishnava pilgrim centre in Kalinga on the east coast, and 
camped there between 1516 and 1519 during the campaign 
against the Gajapati. In 1516 he presented to the local 
deity a necklace and other ornaments while his two queens 
presented garlands of Varahas. Three years later, he 
gifted to the god five villages in the Kalinga-dandapati which 
was taken from the Gajapati. 

While returning from Kalinga, the Raya visited the 
temple of god Telungaraya of Srikakulam in the modern 
Krishna district. On a Harivasara day, the god is said to 
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have appeared to him in a dream and commanded him to 
compose a Kavya in Telugu and dedicate it to god Sri 
Venkatesvara. Thereupon, the monarch wrote the 
Amuktamalyada in Telugu. 

In 1518 the Raya got the Vimana or tower over the 
sanctum of the Sri Venkatesvara temple at Tirumala 
gilded with gold. He also erected three copper statues 
of himself and his two queens in the temple. 

The Raya visited Tirumala again on February 11, 1521, 
for the seventh and last time. He presented to the god a 
pitambaram, or laced silk cloth, of yellow, a Kullavu or cap 
and chauries besides a tribute of 10,000 gold coins. His 
queen, Tirumaladevi, presented a garland of seven varieties 
of precious stones. 

Krishnadeva Raya visited several other shrines and holy . 
places in the south during 1516-17. While on his way 
to the capital from Simhachalam, he went to Alagarkoil, 
near Madura, and stayed there for three days. Then he 
proceeded to Srivelliputtur where he arranged for the 
excavation of a tank at a cost of 1,000 madas. From here, 
the royal pilgrim went to Karuvanallur, Sankaranarayan- 
koil, Tenkasi, Trikutachala, Agastyaparvata, Gajendra- 
moksha, Salivahapuram, Totadri, Kurungudi, Kanya- 
kumari, Tiruchendur, Setu-Ramesvaram and Dhanush- 
kodi, This long pilgrimage was wound up by paying 
homage to gods Virupaksha and Vithala in the capital. 

His frequent visits to Tirumala indicate his strong con- 
viction that he owed all his conquests and all his prosperity 
to the grace of god Sri Venkatesvara. 


IX RELIGIONS 


THE PERIOD оғ Krishnadeva Raya's rule witnessed remark- 
able religious activity. Many famous  dialecticians 
belonging to different schools of philosophy flourished in 
this period and produced valuable literature. Several 
religions existed alongside of one another and prospered 
without acrimony or persecution. The monarch res- 
pected all religions equally and extended protection and 
patronage to them. 

Vaishnavism was very popular at this time. The 
Ramanuja school of which Tatacharya, Von Sathagopa 
Jiyar and members of the Kandadai and Paravastu families 
were leaders, was thriving. The Dvaita school of 
Madhvacharya was making steady progress under savants 
like Sripadaraya, Vyasatirtha and Vadiraja. The Advaita 
school of Sankara, the Saivism of the Smarta, the Pasupata 
and Siddhanta schools were also popular. Virasaiva had 
a large number of followers. Several mathas played a 
prominent part in the propagation of religion. ‘The 
Sringeri matha of the Advaita school had its branches at 
Pushpagiri, Virupaksham and Kumbhakonam. The 
Pasupatas had their own mathas like the Bhikshavritti 
matha, Mallikarjunayyan matha and Golagi matha and 
the Virasaivas had their mathas at Srisailam, Sangames- 
varam and Ummattur, The Vadagalai mathas of Ahoba- 
lam, and the Tengalai mathas at Tirupati, Srirangam, 
Melkote and Vananumalai were the props of the Srivaish- 
nava school. The Madhva or Dvaita school had its 
mathas at Udipi, Mulbagal and Vijayanagara, while the 
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Uttaradi matha had ап all-India jurisdiction. The 
Jains also had a number of mathas, particularly numerous 
in Karnataka. 

Though personally a follower of the Srivaishnava school of 
Ramanuja, Krishnadeva Raya never tolerated persecution 
on the part of any sect. When a Virasaiva bigot named 
Santalinga killed Jains in the name of his religion, the 
king took effective action and had the offender killed in 
turn. He remitted taxes on the lands of the Jains in the 
Padavidu and Chandragiri provinces, gifted a village to 
Chandrachuda Sarasvati of the Kamakoti malha, con- 
ferred grants on the Vaishnava teacher, Tatacharya, and 
gave liberal grants and presents to the Dvaita teacher, 
Vyasatirtha. Тһе coins of the monarch bore the figures of 
Garuda and Nandi. Muslims and Christians were 
allowed freedom of worship and permitted to build mos- 
ques and churches. 

Krishnadeva Raya was the devoted pupil of Vyasatirtha 
also known as Vyasaraya, a great scholar and dialectician 
of the Dvaita school of Vedanta. He was originally a 
pupil of Govinda Dikshita, then of Tatacharya and later 
of Vyasatirtha. This Vyasatirtha presided over a univer- 
sity at Vijayanagara and was the contemporary of many 
outstanding religious thinkers. Born at Gosala in 1447, 
he studied under Brahmanyatirtha and then became the 
dear pupil of Sripadaraya of Mulbagal. Then he went to 
Chandragiri, resided there for a long time and was 
honoured by the Saluva and Tulu families. Krishnadeva 
Raya must have made his acquaintance at Chandragiri. 
Afterwards the teacher shifted to Vijayanagara and became 
the consultant and adviser of successive generations of 
rulers. He was the guru and kuladaivata of Krishnadeva 
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Raya. He defeated in discussion a Kalinga scholar named 
Basavabhatta. He also met the famous Vaishnava teacher, 


` Vidyadhara and Chaitanya, the illustrious Vaishnava re- 
former of Bengal. Krishnadeva Raya performed Kanaka- 
bhishekam to this teacher and went to the battle of Raichur 
with his blessings, According to tradition, an inauspicious 
combination of planets, known as the Kuhuyoga, occurred 
during the later part of the Raya's reign. In order to get 
over its evil effects, the Raya is said to have placed Vyasatir- 


The reign of Krishnadeva Raya witnessed a popular 
religious movement in Karnataka. It was sponsored by 
a number of Dasas or devotees and their group came to be 
known as the Dasu-kuta, They were all students of 


The age of Krishnadeva Raya was thus a period of great 
religious activity marked by toleration and liberal outlook. 


X ARTS AND LETTERS 


THE REIGN or Krishnadeva Raya marks a splendid epoch 
in the cultural history of medieval India and the climax 
in the evolution of South Indian culture. It witnessed 
remarkable cultural activity and valuable contributions 
were made to the Sanskrit, Telugu, Kannada and Tamil 
literatures. The period is often rightly called the Augustan 
Age of Telugu Literature. There were also important 
achievements in the fields of music, architecture, sculpture 
and painting. 

Many Sanskrit poets and scholars flourished at the time. 
Two poets, Lolla Lakshmidhara and Divakara, who 
originally adorned the court of the Gajapati, came over to 
Vijayanagara and were patronised by the Raya. The 
former wrote many treatises on Samviti, Agama, Fyotisha 
and philosophy. The latter produced a таћакаоуа named 
Bharatamitra. ‘Timmarasu, the Prime Minister, was also 
a celebrated scholar. He wrote a commentary named 
Manorama on the Balabharata of Agastya. Nadindla Сора, 
his nephew and governor of Kondavidu, was a man of 
great erudition and wrote a commentary named Chandrika 
on the Prabodhachandrodaya of Krishna Misra. Yusa 
Decha, a disciple of Lolla Lakshmidhara, was the author 
of a commentary on the Sivapanchastava. Another scholar, 
Isvaradikshita, wrote a commentary on Valmiki’s Ramayana 
at the instance of Krishnadeva Raya. Bandaru Lakshmi- 
narayana, a great master of music, wrote the Sangitasuryo- 
daya. Tukkadevi, the daughter of the Gajapati and a queen 
of the Raya, was an accomplished poetess, and five verses, 
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known as Tukka-panchakam, are attributed to her. Valuable 
additions were also made to philosophical literature at 
this time. Many teachers of the Dvaita school deserve 
mention in this connection. Of these, the earliest was 
Raghuttamatirtha who wrote a commentary named 
Bhavabodha. Next comes Sripadaraya, the saint of Mul- 
bagal, who wrote the Vagvajra, Vyasatirtha, the guru of the 
Raya, was the author of several dialectical works like 
Tarkatandava, Nyayamrita Chandrika and Bhedojjivana and 
masterly commentaries on Mayavada-khandana, Prapancha- 
mithyatva-anumanakhandana, Upadhi-khandana and Tattvodyotas. 
Another Dvaita ascetic, Vijayadhiraja, wrote a commen- 
tary on the Bhagavata. 

Telugu language and literature received wide attention 
during the period. The Raya’s poet-laureate, Allasani 
Peddana, who held the title Andhra-kavita-pitamaha, wrote the 
Prabhandha named Manucharitram and Nandi Timmana the 
Kavya Parijatapaharanam; both dedicated their works 
to the Raya. Nadindla Сора wrote the Krishnarjuna- 
samvadam in the dvipadametre. Another poct, Madayyagari 
Mallana, composed the Rajasekharacharitra and dedicat- 
ed it to Nadindla Appa. Tenali Ramakrishna, a junior 
contemporary of the Raya, composed the Udbhataradhya- 
charitra and dedicated it to Yusa Decha, the minister of 
Nadindla бора. Kandukuri Ramabhadra Kavi, a 
poet who belonged to the goldsmith community, and wrote 
the Virankusopakhyanam, Sugrivavijayam and Harisatakam, 
flourished at Krishnadeva Raya’s court. Chintalapati 
Yellana wrote the Radhamadhavam and received the title 
Radhamadhavakavi from the Raya. Tallapaka Pedad- 
tirumalayya of the devotee-poets of the Tallapakam 
family of Tirumala composed several kirtanas in Telugu 
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in praise of Sri Venkatesvara, besides writing the Dvipada- 
Harivamsam, Sringarasatakam, Nitisisapadya-satakam, Venkate- 
svaroddharanam, and а Telugu commentary оп the 
Bhagavadgita. Tellapakam Chinnamayya of the same 
family wrote the Paramayogivilasam and Ashtamahishikalyanam. 
There were many other poets who were younger contem- 
poraries of the Raya and who blossomed into fame subse- 
quently. Mention may be made in this connection of 
Dhurjati, Ayyalaraju Ramabhadra, Pingali Surana and 
Ramarajabhushana. According to tradition there were 
eight leading poets, known as the Ashiadiggajas, at the court 
of Krishnadeva Raya. ‘There is general agreement among 
scholars that Peddana, Timmana, Ramabhadra, Dhurjati, 
Mallana, Surana, Ramakrishna and Ramarajabhushana 
constituted this galaxy. 

Among the Kannada writers of the time, mention has 
to be made of Timmana, who had the title Karnataka- 
Kavisarvabhauma and who finished (һе Kannada Maha- 
bharata left unfinished by Kumara Vyasa, and dedicated it 
to Krishnadeva Raya. Abhinavavadi-Vidyadhara, a 
Jain poet, composed the Kavyasara. Mallanarya of Gubbi 
wrote the Bhavachintaratna and Virasaivamrila. Kumara 
Valmiki wrote the Kannada version of Valmiki’s Ramayana. 
Charu Vithalanatha translated the Bhagavata into Kan- 
nada. Then there were the Dasas or popular poet- 
musicians of the Dvaita school who composed thousands 
of Kirtanas in Kannada for the enlightenment of the masses. 
Vyasaraya was the soul of this movement, while his 
disciple, Purandaradasa was the most celebrated. Then 
there was Kanakadasa who composed numerous songs 
besides the Mohanatarangini, Nalacharitra and Haribhaktisara. 

Many Tamil writers also flourished during this period. 
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Kumara Sarasvati, a court poet, celebrated in verse the 
Raya's marriage with the Gajapati's daughter. Mandala- 
purusha, a Jain poet, composed a dictionary named the 
Chudamani. Jnanaprakasa, patronised by the Raya, wrote 
the Manjarippa in praise of the monarch, and another work 
named — Kacchikkalambakam. 'Tattuprakasakavi composed 
verses in Tamil in praise of the Raya. Hariharadasa 
wrote the /rasamayavilakkam in Tamil. 

The fine arts too received Krishnadeva Raya's patronage. 
He was himself a good musician and an expert in play- 
ing on the veena, which he learnt from Krishnapandita. 
Bandaru Lakshminarayana was the court musician and 
the teacher of the court dancers. 

Painting was а popular decorative art and very often 
important portrait sculptures were painted all over. Paes, 
the Portuguese visitor, who had the rare privilege of seeing 
the Imperial palace, has described in vivid detail how 
painting was patronised by the Raya and his predecessors. 
At the entrance of a courtyard of the royal residence there 
were “two images painted life-like”, one belonging to the 
king and the other to his father, both depicting the royal 
personages "standing with all their apparel and raiment”. 
There was a chamber with ivory pillars and walls inlaid 
and carved with lotuses of ivory in natural colours. On 
one wall “is designed a painting showing all the ways of 
life of the men that have been here (Vijayanagara) down 
to the Portuguese, from which the king’s wives can under- 
stand the manner in which one lives in his own country, 
even to the blind and the beggars”, There was a small 
chamber in the palace which was gilded and painted and 
which probably served as a retiring room. The art of 
indigenous mural painting reached the climax of its 
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medieval glory in the reign of Krishnadeva Raya and is 
well illustrated in the famous paintings of the Virabhadra 
temple of Lepakshi and the Kesava temple of Sompalli. 

Sculpture was another popular art. Besides the two 
royal portrait sculptures mentioned above, there were 
numerous others in the royal palace which Paes has seen 
and described. In one building “іп the middle of the 
пале Vs TUE there is a canopy covered with many 
figures and of dancing women which are placed in the 
stone work." In another chamber built by the Raya, 
there were at the entrance “‘figures of women with bows 
and arrows, like amazons". Тһе Hazar Rama temple 
at Hampi and many other temples found in the Andhra 
and Tamil areas, which were built during this period, 
abound in fine sculptures, mythical as well as secular. 
Тһе temples of Srisailam, Hampi, Vellore, Mudbidre and 
Bhatkal are well known examples. 

Тһе Raya was also a liberal patron of the art of dance. 
Bandaru Lakshminarayana, a great exponent who had the 
title Abhinavabharatacharya, was the Natyacharya of the court 
and the harem. Paes describes how dance was practised and 
depicted at the time. When the image of the palace god 
was placed under a sculptured canopy, and as the rituals 
and ceremonies progressed, a troupe of beautiful women 
danced before it. There was a regular dance hall in the 
palace in which young girls received training. It had 
stone pillars all round on whose capitals and architraves 
were depicted many dance poses. These showed “the 
position at the end of dances in such a way that on each 
panel there is a dancer in the proper position at the end of 
each dance". To the left of this hall was “а painted 
recess where the women cling on with their hands in order 
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to better stretch and loosen their bodies and legs; there 
they teach them to make the whole body supple, in order 
to make their dancing more graceful". Ас the other end 
on the right was the place “where the king places himself 
to watch them dancing; all the floors and walls where he 
sits are covered with gold, and in the middle of the wall is 
a golden image of a woman of the size of a girl of twelve 
years, with her arms in the position which she occupies 
at the end of a dance”. Dance panels adorning porticos, 
architraves and pillars are to be seen in all late Vijaya- 
nagara temples. 

Тһе age of Krishnadeva Raya thus witnessed glorious 
cultural activity which lent colour and brilliance to his 
achievements in the political field and cast a bright halo 
around his name. 
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KRISHNADEVA RAYA, HIMSELF an erudite scholar and a poet 
of very high order, is described in contemporary literature 
and inscriptions ав Kavya-Nataka-alamkaramarmajna or 
one who knew the secrets of kavya, drama and rhetoric; 
ав Sahiti-Samara-Angana-Sarvabhauma or an emperor in 
literature as well as in war; and as Kavitapravinya-phanisa 
or the very Sesha in poetic skill. His literary compositions 
in both Sanskrit and Telugu testify to his versatile scholar- 
ship and poetic excellence. 

He was the author of several works in Sanskrit. His 
Madalasacharitra abounds in Ultpreksha, Upama and other 
alamkaras. Another Kavya, the Satyavadhlu-prinanam, is 
celebrated for bhava, dhvani and Vyamgya. The Sakalaka- 
thasarasamgraha was composed by the Raya after a careful 
scrutiny and judicious selection of contents from Sriti, 
Purana and Upasamhita. The Jnanachintamani is a philosc- 
phical work which exhibits the poet’s deep knowledge of 
various schools of philosophy. The Rasamanjari is a 
learned treatise оп rhetoric. The Jambavati-Kalyanam 
is a play specially written for and staged during the 
Vasantolsava or the spring festival of god Virupaksha of 
Hampi. 


THE AMUKTAMALYADA 


This celebrated Mahakavya in Telugu is the magnum 
opus of the royal poet. Written in a terse style and abound- 
ing in Sanskrit samasas and pure Telugu words, it ranks as 
one of the principal kavyas in Telugu literature. It shows 
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not only his commendable mastery of both Sanskrit and 
Telugu but also his deep knowledge of Visishtadvaita 
philosophy and state-craft. 

The Raya undertook the composition of this literary 
work under peculiar cireumstances. During his invasion 
of Kalinga, the monarch halted at Vijayavati for some 
days. From there he went to Srikakulam in order to 
worship the local deity, Andhra-Vishnu, and observed the 
usual fast on an Ekadasi day in that place. During the 
fourth Yama of that holy night he had a dream in which the 
god appeared to him, and commanded him to compose à 
kavya in Telugu. The Raya summoned an assembly of 
scholars and informed them about the dream. The 
scholars told him that it was a happy augury and en- 
couraged him to undertake the work. 

The Champu Kavya, composed by Krishnadeva Raya 
under the circumstances mentioned above, is known as 
Vishnuchittiya, after Vishnuchitta or Periya-alwar, one of 
the twelve famous Vaishnav saints of South India, whose 
story it depicts. But it is more popularly known as the 
Amuktamalyada, as it also depicts the story of Goda who 
offered to God garlands previously used by her and who is 
the only woman among the Alvars. The main theme of the 
Kavya was taken from the Vaishnava Hagiology of South 
India and worked out with great skill, though a few 
changes were introduced in order to enhance its value as 
an illustration of the doctrines of Bhakti and Prapatti or 
complete dedication and surrender to God. i 

Briefly the main story contained in the Kavya is as 
follows : 

There was a town named Srivilliputtur in the Pandyan 
kingdom with a famous temple of Vishnu. In this town 
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lived a Vaishnava Brahmin named Vishnuchitta who, 
though not a great scholar, was a sincere devotee of Vishnu. 
He was engaged in the humble task of weaving and 
supplying garlands to the deity every day. Не used his 
limited resources for feeding and entertaining visiting 
devotees, 

A king named Matsyadhvaja was ruling over the 
Pandyan kingdom from his capital, Dakshina-Madhura. 
One night while going to the house of his favourite concu- 
bine the king saw a group of Brahmins on the pial of a 
house. One of them recited a verse which exhorted men 
to take the necessary precautions in spring in order to 
tide over the difficulties of the rainy season, during daytime 
in order to overcome the inconveniences of the night, 
in youth in order to ward off the evils of old age and in the 
present life in order to make sure of happiness in the life 
hereafter. On hearing this, the king repented for his 
gross neglect of moksha by being immersed in pleasures. 
and decided to find the way to salvation. Next day, he 
summoned all the learned men of his court and asked them 
to tell him which god was capable of conferring moksha: 
He hung a bag of gold coins to a pillar as the prize for the 
best answer to his question. 

Meanwhile, at Srivilliputtur, one day when Vishnu- 
chitta went to the image with garlands as usual, the 
god told him of what was happening at the Pandyan court ` 
and commanded him to go there, vanquish all the scholars, 
establish the greatness of Lord Vishnu and convert the 
Pandyan king to Vaishnavism. Vishnuchitta pleaded igno- 
rance of the Sastras but-the god told him that scholarship 
would come to him spontaneously and that success would ` 
be his. Thus assured, Vishnuchitta went to Madhura. ` 
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Scholars of various persuasions were expounding their 
respective philosophies when Vishnuchitta reached the 
Pandyan court. Не requested the king to be the referee 
and joined battle with the assembled scholars. He van- 
quished all the scholars and established the supremacy 
of Vishnu over all other gods and of the path of devotion 
as the only path to salvation. He related the story of 
Khandikya and Kesidhvaja in this connection. Pleased 
with his performance the king showered honours and 
riches on him. Lord Vishnu knew that this devotee would 
spend all the wealth in the service of the devotees and 
therefore commanded Visvakarma, the divine architect, 
to fill Vishnuchitta's house at Srivilliputtur with gems. 
After his return home Vishnuchitta realised that his trans- 
formation was the result of God's grace and continued the 
service of the devotees and of the local god by offering 
garlands as before. 

One day while digging in the Tulasi garden, Vishnu- 
chitta found a female child near a lotus tank. Не took 
the baby home and gave it to his wife who brought her up 
with great care. In course of time the baby grew up and 
blossomed into a beautiful young woman. She had 
undoubted love for Krishna and pined for union with him. 
Her friends joked with her saying that she was Satyabhama. 
Тһе young woman, who was named Godavari, would take 
the flower garlands prepared by her father, put them on 
her hair, look at her reflection in a well and feel over- 
joyed. One day, Vishnuchitta was decorating the god 
with the garlands, and Goda was singing songs of love 
for the god when her mind attained a state of frenzy. 
Not knowing the nature of her malady, the father appealed 
to the god for help and the god said that Goda was an 
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incarnation of Bhu or the earth goddess, and advised him 
to take her to Srirangam. 

Vishnuchitta went to Srirangam with his daughter and 
worshipped god Ranganatha. Knowing who Goda was 
and attracted by her beauty, the god took her into his 
harem and put a double in her place. Тһе devotee placed 
the false Goda in a palanquin and took her to his residence, 
but was surprised to see the palanquin empty. Then 
Vishnuchitta accused the god of deceiving him and demand- 
ed the return of his daughter. At the god’s suggestion he 
searched his residence and found his daughter inside. 
Then god Ranganatha sent Brahma, Rudra and other 
gods to Vishnuchitta in order to ask him to give Goda in 
marriage to him. Vishnuchitta agreed but insisted on the 
marriage being celebrated in his own place. 

Accompanied by his retinue and other gods and god- 
desses, Sri Ranganatha went to Srivilliputtur, married 
Goda as becomes a great prince and returned with her to 
Srirangam. 

Krishnadeva Raya made several changes in and addi- 
tions to the original story for certain definite purposes. 
While in the original Goda figures as a great devotee, the 
Raya made her the devout beloved of the god and made 
her suffer the pangs of separation in order to heighten 
the dramatic effect. Goda is mentioned in the original as 
an incarnation of Lakshmi but here she is mentioned as that 
of Bhu in order to justify the addition of the story of the 
Varaha incarnation of Vishnu which is not in the original. 
Again in the original story when Goda was taken to god 
Ranganatha of Srirangam, she is said to have merged 
herself in the god but in this Kavya the poet has made 
them both go through the marriage ceremony with great 
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pomp. Similarly, the poet introduced three episodes 
which are not found in the original. Тһе story of Khandi- 
kya and Kesidhvaja was taken from the Vishnupurana and 
incorporated into the present Kazya for the purpose of 
extolling Saranagati or complete surrender to God as superior 
to Karma and Jnana. Тһе story of a devotee of the un- 
touchable community and the evil spirits of a Brahmin was 
borrowed from the Varahapurana and included in the 
Kavya in order to glorify the singing of the god's greatness 
as a superior means of attaining salvation and the path of 
devotion as more efficacious than the path of Vedic 
learning. The story of Yammacharya was worked into 
this Kavya with several changes partly to justify a Brahmin- 
Kshatriya matrimonial alliance as a measure of social 
reform and mostly for the purpose of enabling the author 
to expound his own views about state-craft or Rajaniti. 

Thus, the Amuktamalyada is an outstanding literary work 
which served several purposes. The royal poet has shown 
his commendable mastery of Sanskrit and Telugu and his 
intimate acquaintance with the requisites of a Mahakavya. 
His description of the seasons are indicative of his power of 
imagination, while his references to customs and manners 
mirror contemporary social and religious life. His anxiety 
to extoll the Visishtadvaita school of Vaishnavism is 
manifest throughout and his mastery of the philosophy 
of that school is highly commendable. 


XII RAJANITI 


KrisHNADEVA RAYA was a successful statesman and 
administrator. At the time of his accession, the adminis- 
tration of the empire was weak and inefficient. He spent 
considerable time in learning state-craft under the tutor- 
ship of his famous Prime Minister, Timmarasu, and seems 
to have studied the ancient textson polity. He had a fully 
matured mind even at the time of his father's accession 
and had many opportunities for observing the government 
during the two reigns that preceded his own. Не:сот- 
bined his study and experience of state-craft and expounded 
his views in his Amuktamalyada. 

The Raya had to go out of the way to find a place in this 
Kavya for expressing. his views оп Rajaniti. To serve this 
purpose he introduced in it the story of the celebrated 
Vaishnava teacher, Yamunacharya, with some changes. 
According to the royal poet's version, Yamuna, while still 
а young man and a bachelor, went to the court of a 
Pandyan king who was a staunch Saiva and whose queen 
was a great devotee of Vishnu. There Yamuna entered 
into a religious controversy with the king's teacher, who 
was also a professed Saiva. Тһе king told his spouse that 
if Yamuna won, he would offer him half his kingdom. 
Ultimately, Yamuna won and at the request of the queen 
the Pandyan king gave him half his kingdom and gave 
his own sister in marriage to him. Тһе king sent him on 
an expedition of conquest. In course of time, Yamuna 
became lost in the enjoyment of royal pleasures. After 
some time, Rama Misra, a disciple's disciple of Nathamuni, 
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the great Vaishnava teacher and grandfather of Yamuna, 
took him to Srirangam and showed him the feet of god 
Ranganatha as a valuable treasure left to him by his 
grandfather. Yamuna then realised his folly, installed his 
son as king and he himself renounced the world. On this 
occasion he taught his son Rajaniti, which in fact contained 
the Raya’s own views on state-craft. 

Krishnadeva Raya has laid down many directions 
regarding a king’s way of life and the discharge of his 
duties. The king should always be vigilant and keep an 
eye on internal and external foes even in the midst 
of royal pleasures, just as the bear on the branch of a tree 
sleeps with one eye shut and the other open. He should 
spot out and put down all secret enemies in his kingdom. 
An offender must be arrested with the help of the spies 
and punished immediately; if, on the other hand, he is 
just kept in prison, he may escape. In that event the 
talavaris might place an innocent man in his place to 
escape the king’s wrath and eventually the innocent 
man would suffer and the king would lose his reputation. 
If an offender deserves capital punishment he must be 
excused twice, but if he is likely to escape and cause 
danger, he should be hanged immediately. The king 
should restrain his anger against an offender till the right 
time comes and then act as an archer who waits till his aim 
is fixed on the target and then releases the arrow. Women 
follow their husbands, men and women do not transgress 
their duties, ascetics observe self-restraint, the lower 
castes obey the higher castes and servants show devotion 
to their masters, all because of the fear of the king’s punish- 
ment. The king should find out with the help of experts 
where precious metals are and obtain them. He should 


RAJANITI 55 


take very little of the income of the people as tax, put 
down all unsocial elements and maintain the Varnasrama- 
dharma. He should remove people from over-crowded 
areas to vacant regions. Putting down all enemies he 
should protect the people at all times. The king should 
perform danas for the maintenance of learned men and 
surrender himself to god Narayana. Не should not bé 
bothered about the certainty of the evil results of kingship. 
There are several ways of getting rid of them provided 
he avoids wanton misdeeds. The king should follow. a 
fixed daily routine. Early in the morning, he should see 
doctors and astrologers and discuss with them his health 
and the disposition of the planets. Then he must spend 
some time with the ministers and vassals and accountants, 
go through the income and expenditure and consult his 
advisers on the affairs of State. Next, he must have 
his body massaged and practise wrestling. After this, 
he must discuss the quality of meat with the suppliers 
and give instructions to the cooks on the dishes they should 
prepare. At mid-day he should worship the gods and 
spend some time with elders, ascetics and Dharmadhikaris. 
After food, he should spend some happy time with clowns, 
pauranikas and poets. In the evening, he should hear 
reports from the spies and enjoy music, and spend the 
night with the ladies of the harem. Не must have the 
massages, baths, foods, clothes and flowers appropriate 
for each season. He should eat rich and well-cooked 
food only at mid-day and avoid eating when not hungry. 
He should wear a gem of high quality constantly and one 
set of jewels inlaid with precious stones each day of the week. 
He should avoid evils like unreasonably cruel punishments, 
not discriminating between truth and falsehood in the 
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reports conveyed by tale-bearers, not conceding peace 
when an enemy pleads for it, doing wrong to a foreigner 
who reports a crime committed by his own ruler, moving 
with a man who is known to be ungrateful, keeping grateful 
individuals at a distance, not criticising frankly the counsel 
offered by advisers, disregarding worthy persons and 
befriending evil-mongers, and addiction to vices and 
jealousy. 

Krishnadeva Raya has definite views about who should 
be employed as subordinates, how they should be recruited 
and dealt with. It is desirable that a king employs 
Brahmins as his officials because they stand by him in 
times of trouble. All kinds of fortresses should be placed 
under the control of trusted Brahmin officials who should be 
given sufficient military strength to protect them against 
enemies. Anyone who is not of high birth, who mixes 
with the forest tribes, who is not learned, who is a liar, 
whois unfaithful, who is notafraid of publicopinion, who is 
an evil-doer and who is a foreigner should not be employed. 
Тһе king should not depute the same individual to collect 
royal revenue and the revenues of the temples because 
in case he misappropriates the king's money he makes good 
by diverting temple funds to the royal treasury and the 
біп thereof goes to the king. 1f, on the other hand, two 
different individuals are appointed, the man who mis- 
appropriates temple funds will himself incur the sin and 
not the king. The elephant force and cavalry should be 
entrusted to the care of trustworthy subordinates and 
strict supervision should be maintained over the stables. 
Nothing can be accomplished by money alone. Тһе king 
should therefore employ men for the same purpose and 
supply them with as much money as is required and deal 


RAJANITI 57 


with them fairly. If an official is suspected of falsehood 
or tale-bearing, he should not be dismissed immediately; 
his statements should be examined carefully and if found 
guilty, he should be kept at a distance. The officials 
serve the king for their own livelihood and so if the king 
reduces their income they turn against him. Even if the 
bad characters among them are punished they should 
not be left free. Just as an offender is caught by his hand 
and led lest he escape, an erring official should be 
watched and led carefully to the right path. When the 
subordinates boast of their abilities the king should tolerate 
them because that infuses new enthusiasm among them. 
He should encourage. competition among the subordinates 
so that they may work better and evince greater interest 
and devotion. An intelligent and selfish man talks nicely 
and gets things done when the king is in a good mood but 
when he loses the king's confidence; he keeps away. The 
king should therefore be able to judge a man by looking 
at him like one who tests coins. There will be three kinds 
of people with the king—well-wishers, dubious well-wishers 
and steady well-wishers. Physicians, astrologers, scholars, 
poets and purohits or priests are always the well-wishers 
of the king, Officials in charge of the collection of royal 
revenue are general well-wishers. Those that have 
appropriated the king’s money and who are therefore 
afraid of punishment are the king’s enemies. Those whose 
wealth has been appropriated for their misconduct pretend 
to be well-wishers but are actually enemies. The king 
should behave towards these three kinds of people in an 
appropriate manner. A deserving man should be care- 
fully spotted and endowed with wealth so that he may 
continue to be a good man. The king should not promote 
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a man, however good, suddenly to a high position and then 
demote him even if he deserves it, for he forgets his original 
humble position and hates the king for the punishment 
meted out to him. А man should therefore be gradually 
elevated after careful watch. 

Тһе king should always ensure the happiness of the 
people. He should listen to their appeals at all times and 
remove all their difficulties. If the king desires the wel- 
fare ofthe people, the people desire his welfare and God who 
dwells in the hearts of the people fulfils their desires. All 
people must respect the king’s commands and obey them 
just as the forest dwellers respect a man who bears the sign 
of protection granted by their chief. 

Krishnadeva Raya has given several directives regarding 
the ministers. Good ministers are absolutely necessary 
because without them crowns and kingdoms crumble 
down in spite of a good treasury, an efficient cavalry and 
other military strength. The king should know three 
parts of every business of State and if any evil occurs 
relating to the fourth part which he does not know he 
should take the advice of the ministers and tide over the 
difficulty, not bothering about his own prestige. At the 
same time, he should be neither entirely dependent on 
others nor be vengeful in inflicting punishments. Only 
those who are learned, who are conversant with the texts 
on Rajaniti or polity, who are afraid of wrong-doing, who 
are free from disease, whose age is above fifty but below 
seventy and who have been invited by the king for the 
purpose should be appointed as ministers. If such men аге 
not available, the king should himself transact business, 
whatever the result, for if a man who does not possess the 
qualities mentioned above is made minister, he soon gains 
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mastery and makes the king a mere puppet. Bad ministers 
instigate neighbouring rulers to invade and the unsocial 
elements within the State to rebellion, obtain a firm hold 
over the king while pretending to be his saviours and go 
about as they please. They make the king grant favours 
to some men and make promises to others but obstruct 
the fulfilment of the promises so that good men become 
alienated from the king. If a good and efficient man is 
appointed, he can easily undo the mischief of the bad 
ministers, Further, if the king has his treasury and ele- 
phants and cavalry under his control, he can easily over- 
come the bad ministers. 

The Raya has given good advice to kings regarding the 
council of ministers. If one minister makes a good sug- 
gestion and another who does not like him contradicts it, 
the king should not openly support either but think well 
and follow the right advice. А new appointee should not 
be immediately admitted to the inner counsels because he 
might then get elated and divulge State secrets to his 
friends. If the king consults a good adviser again and 
again, people bribe the minister for favours and he mis- 
guides the king. Hence strict vigilance should be kept 
over all ministers. 

The Chenchus, Erukas and other wild tribes living in 
hills and dense forests pose a difficult problem. Unless 
they are kept under control, they cause much havoc. 
Extremes of confidence and hatred, consideration and 
anger and affection and enmity should be avoided in their 
case because they are easily irritated and become suspicious. 
These people commit offences very frequently and do not 
reform themselves in spite of any punishment. They 
should therefore be befriended by gifts and kept in good 
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humour so that they may accompany the king when he 
invades another State and may be used to plunder the lands 
of a neighbouring State. Another way of dealing with 
these tribes is to assign lands bordering upon their habitats 
to warriors who have no means so that they may keep the 
tribals under check in their own interest. 
' The king should be very careful about his expenditure. 
He should spend his money equally on all the three puru- 
sharthas but if the expenditure on dharma is a little more he 
should not worry. Не should not consider as waste money 
spent for the purchase and maintenance of elephants 
and horses, the pay of the soldiers, the honouring of gods 
and Brahmins and for his own enjoyment. Не should, on 
the other hand, be liberal in incurring expenditure on these 
items. He should see that income always exceeds expendi- 
ture but thé people must not be put to undue strain. on 
this account. Generally, the king should divide his,in- 
come into four parts: one part must be spent for his own 
enjoyment and charities, two parts for the maintenance 
of the army and the fourth should go into the treasury. 
-~ Krishnadeva Raya has made valuable suggestions 
regarding the economic policy of the State. Agriculture 
should be the main concern of the king, because it fetches 
him income. However small ап area may be, irrigation 
facilities like tanks and canals should be provided for it. 
Poor cultivators should be given a concession regarding the 
taxes collected in cash and kind. If people abandon their 
lands, houses and cattle and migrate on account of loss, 
they should be brought back, given all facilities and re- 
habilitated on their lands. Forests are a valuable asset. 
"Those that are inside the State should be cleared and those 
on the borders should be added to. Trade is an important 
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concern of the State. Тһе king should encourage the 
import of elephants, horses, gems, pearls and sandal from 
other States. If on account of famine, pestilence or 
political troubles traders migrate to his kingdom, they 
should be protected. Тһе king should prevent foreign 
traders in elephants and horses from going to the enemy 
State by providing them with houses and other conve* 
niences in his own capital. 

A king should be very careful with regard to his policy 
towards other States. The envoys of other States must be 
attended to with great care. "They should be honoured 
бо that they may extol the good qualities of the ruler of the 
State to which they are accredited before their own ruler 
and make them friends. When envoys are received in the 
court, the king should always speak well of the rulers of the 
other States. At the same time his subordinates must point 
out the mistakes of the other rulers but the king must 
explain these away crediting them with good intentions. 
Sometimes a ruler extracts money from his people by force 
or takes the counsel of unbecoming persons or surrenders 
parts of his kingdom to invaders or suspects those that have 
done him good. Vassals and subordinates hate such а 
ruler. A king has to be cautious while invading enemy 
territory. He should march slowly and make several halts 
till his entire army comes up with him. Then he should 
make a sudden attack. Ifthe enemy is weak he should be 
destroyed or if he is strong and sues for peace, peace must be 
made. During the course of fighting, the king should 
corner his enemy, prevent his escape and then inflict а 
crushing defeat upon him. If an enemy withdraws, he 
should be allowed some time to lull himself into a false 
sense of security and come out again into the field. He 
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should then be crushed. Опе should not declare hostility 
all of a sudden and march forward for the result of such a 
march may be doubtful. A good king should wait for a 
favourable opportunity and then attack. When an enemy 
State falls to a king, its forts should be captured, but the 
ladies of the harem should be shown the same honour 
and respect as are shown in the houses of their parents. 
Тһе king should not invade in person areas which have 
hills and dense forests, whose waters have been poisoned 


and which are infested with disease but should send his 
armies to capture them. 


During his numerous campaigns and in the adminis- 
tration of the Vijayanagara empire, Krishnadeva Raya 
practised the precepts he laid down in his Amuktamalyada. 


XII THE CAPITAL 


VIJAYANAGARA, OR THE “City of Victory", also known as 
Vidyanagara, was the capital of the celebrated empire 
known after it. Founded in 1336, it grew rapidly in 
wealth, population and extent, reached the climax of its 
glory during the reign of Krishnadeva Raya and met with 
a sudden and tragic end in 1565. 

Interesting information is available about the foundation 
of the city. The brothers, Harihara and Bukka, who were 
sent by Mahammad 'Tughlak, the Sultan of Delhi, to 
Karnataka to subjugate it, succeeded eminently in that task 
and governed it from Anegondi, on the northern bank of 
the Tungabhadra. 'They met a famous ascetic, named 
Vidyaranya, and obtained his blessings. One day, the 
brothers crossed the river and were hunting in the forest 
on its southern bank. Seeing a hare, they let loose their 
hounds. But the hounds were afraid to attack the hare 
and soon the hare disappeared. The brothers acquainted 
Vidyaranya of this strange happening. When the 
ascetic inspected the spot, he found it auspicious and 
decided to build a city there. Some sources say that 
Vidyaranya himself built the city апа named it Vidya- 
nagara. Other sources state that the city was built by 
Harihara under instructions from Vidyaranya. An epi- 
graph credits Harihara's younger brother, Bukka, with this 
achievement. The truth seems to be that Vidyaranya 
suggested the building of the city, that Harihara, the ruler, 
approved of the suggestion and that Bukka, his yuwaraja, 
supervised its construction. 
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Valuable information is available about the city, 
its buildings and streets, its population and riches during 
the early half of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. 
Nicolo Conti, an Italian, and Abdur Razak, a Persian, 
visited it during the reign of Devaraya II of the first or 
Samgama dynasty and have left accounts of what they saw 
there. Similarly, Paes, a Portuguese visitor to the city 
during the reign of Krishnadeva Raya, has also left vivid 
descriptions of the city, the royal palace and the celebration 
of festivals. 


VIJAYANAGARA 


Conti states that “the great city of Bezenegalia (Vijaya- 
nagara) is situated near very steep mountains. The 
circumference of the city is sixty miles; its walls are 
carried up to the mountains and enclose the valleys at 
their foot, so that the extent is thereby increased. In the 
city there are estimated to be ninety thousand men fit to 
bear arms," According to Abdur Razak, the city was 
“built in such a manner that seven citadels and the same 
number of walls enclose each other. Around the first 
citadel are stones of the height of a man, one half of which 
is sunk in the ground while the other half rises above it.” 
It is stated that “the distance between the opposite gates 
of the outer fortress north and south is two parasanga 
(about eight miles) and the same east to west". The seven 
walls have been identified in the ruins of the city. The 
first or outermost wall was to the south of the modern town 
of Hospet. The second was at the entrance to the town, 
the third to its north, the fourth to the south of the 
modern hamlet of Malpanagiri and the fifth to its south. 
The sixth was to the south of the Kamalapur tank and the 
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seventh to the north of the Kamalapur village. The area 
between the first and third walls contained cultivated fields, 
houses and gardens, while that between the third and the 
seventh abounded in shops and bazars. There were 
running streams and channels at frequent intervals. 

By the time Paes visited the capital, there was a change. 
It was a triune city, including the town of Anegondi, the 
city of Vijayanagara and a new city built by Krishnadeva 
Raya contiguous to it. ‘From the last fortifications in the 
south beyond the present town of Hospet to the extreme 
point of the defences of Anegondi in the north, the distance 
is about twelve miles. From the extreme western line of 
walls in the plain to the last of the eastern walls amongst 
the hills lying in the direction of Daroji and Kampili the 
interval measures about ten miles." 


Tse New CrrY 


The new city, named Nagalapur, was built by Krishna- 
deva Raya in two years. It corresponds to the modern 
town of Hospet. The gate in its outermost wall of defence 
served as the entrance on the west. The city stood on a 
plain and was strong and well built with fortified walls and 
gateways and towers. Inside it were rows of one-storeyed 
buildings with flat roofs. Rich merchants and prominent 
men lived in them, while a large number of people dwelt 
in smaller homes. Many gardens surrounded the city 
on the outside. There was a big tank at the mouth of two 
hills and it was the source of perennial supply of water. 
The king also built a beautiful temple in this city. There 
were two gates in the enclosure of the royal palace with a 
large courtyard between them surrounded by verandahs 
in which sat visitors awaiting the king's summons. There 
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was a wide street leading from this city to Vijayanagara, 
with rows of fine houses and shops on either side. Оп this 
road was another beautiful temple built of stone identified 
with the modern temple of Anantasayi situated on the 
Hospet-Kamalapur road. 


VIJAYANAGARA 


Тһе old city of Vijayanagara was situated at a league's 
distance from the new city. It consisted of three fortresses 
one inside the other with a fourth which contained the 
royal palace. The outermost wall of the city had a circum- 
ference of twenty-four leagues. At the end of the road 
leading from the new city to the old was the first enclosure 
of the old city with a gateway and a moat outside. Beyond 
this was another line of defence made of high stones stuck 
in the ground very near one another and closing up the low 
areas between hills. Further ahead was a large area 
covered by paddy fields, gardens, lakes, water channels, 
groves and rows of houses. Then there was another 
encircling stone wall with a gate. In the open space 
beyond it there were streets and the dwellings of rich 
people. Beyond this open space was the third wall with a 
gate which led into a large area. Here on one side were 
streets and dwelling-houses. There was another open 
space further ahead on one side of which there was the 
royal palace in a separate enclosure with gateways. There 
was one gate in the front and another at the back of the 
openspace. Outside the hind gate were two temples, one 
on either side of the main street. А large number of sheep 
were slaughtered in one of these temples every day. Then 
there was a broad street with houses and shops in which were 
sold diamonds and other precious stones in large quantities. 
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A daily fair was held here in which all varieties of fruits 
were available. Beyond was the second enclosure wall 
with a gate. There was another street nearby where lived 
craftsmen who sold their goods openly. Here a fair was 
held on every Friday in which fowls and fish were sold. 
At the end of this street were the quarters of the Moors who 
setved as the king’s guards. A great river, obviously the 
Tungabhadra, flowed to the north of the city. Senagum- 
dyam (Anegondi), the old capital, was on the northern 
bank of the river and could be reached by big basket boats 
made of wicker work covered with leather. Outside the 
city walls to the north were the famous temples of Virupak- 
sha апа Vithala. Theré was a broad street with a bazar 
opposite the Virupaksha temple and a palace of the king 
in it. 


THE PALACE 


Nicolo Conti states that inside the seventh enclosure 
wall of his time were the royal palace and government 
buildings. "Тһе spacé enclosed by this wall was one mile 
north to south and twoand a quarter miles east to west. 
There were 1,000 elephants and 11,00,000 troops inside the 
palace enclosure. There were four bazars in it opposite 
each other with broad streets! То the left of the portico 
of the palace was a big hall in which the Dannaik held ` 
his court and heard petitions. To farther left was, the. 
royal mint. Opposite the Dannaik's court were the ele- 
phant stables and opposite the mint was the governor’s 
office with 12,000 troops ready for action at short notice. . 

Paes has given a more detailed description of the palace 
as he was able to see part of it with the permission of 
Krishnadeva Raya. Тһе palace area was surrounded by a 
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strong wall with its main entrance surmounted by a tower 
and guarded by armed men. Beyond the gate was an 
open space with another entrance gate. This open space 
had verandahs on either side in which were prominent 
captains. On the left side of the north of this open space 
was a big one-storeyed building standing on pillars and 
provided with staircases. This structure was built by 
Krishnadeva Raya after the successful conclusion of his 
Kalinga campaign and named the House of Victory. 
Inside a room in it was an idol, while in another was the 
king's throne оп a raised platform. Оп the right side of 
the open space were scaffoldings of wood finely decorated 
on festive occasions. Another gate on the east side led to 
two buildings which resembled the House of Victory. 
Before these buildings were two platforms, one above the 
other, intended for seating distinguished visitors on cere- 
monial occasions. Beyond was the residence of the king 
and his wives and 12,000 maids who served them. There 
were thirty-four streets in the palace enclosure. The 
palace proper was reached by passing through another 
gateway and an open courtyard. At the entrance were two 
statues, one of Krishnadeva Raya on one side and the other 
of his father on the other. То the left of this entrance 
were two chambers, опе above the other, the lower one 
being below the ground level. Тһе walls of the lower 
chamber were lined with gold. Тһе chamber had a four- 
sided porch made of cane-work over which were set 
rubies, diamonds and pearls. This chamber contained a 
cot whose cross-bars were covered with gold and whose 
bed of black satin had a railing of pearls. Оп the right 
side below was another room all of ivory including the 
walls, pillars and cross-beams. There was a painting in 
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it which depicted the ways of life of people including the 
Portuguese. Here were two thrones covered with gold; 
а cot of silver and a little slab of green jasper. Another 
room contained the treasury of a former king. Beyond 
was a courtyard in the middle of which were pillars of wood 
with a cross-beam at the top, all covered with gilt copper. 
Four chains of silver were hung from the middle of the 
cross-beam obviously to hold a swing cot or plank. To 
the right of the courtyard was a gate which led to a group 
of houses raised on stone pillars. One of the houses 
contained an idol. On the left side of the courtyard was a 
long corridor. In it was a swing cot of gold suspended in 
the air by chains of silver. In front of this cot was a 
chamber which contained a cot suspended by chains of 
gold. Above this chamber was another which was gilt 
and painted. Then there was an additional chamber 
built by Krishnadeva Raya the entrance to which was 
guarded by the figures of two Amazonian women armed 
with bows and arrows. There was another corridor on а 
slightly higher level and in it were big cauldrons of gold 
and silver. A staircase in the corridor led to the Dance 
Hall of the palace in which young girls practised dancing. 
The pillars and architraves in this hall were adorned with 
fine sculptures of animals and human beings mostly gilded. 
Many of these sculptures depicted dance poses. There was 
a special seat for the king to watch the dances. In the 
middle of one wall was the golden figure of the size. of a 
girl of twelve years in a fine dance pose. : 
'The great city of Vijayanagara is a vast area of ruins 
today. А few buildings, gateways and temples which are 
reminiscent of its past glory still remain. Inside the 
palace enclosure are a few structures built in the Indo- 
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Saracenic style. First, there is the Queen's Bath, a square 
building with a narrow moat outside and a tank in the 
centre surrounded by an arched corridor with projecting 
balconies; next, an octagonal pavilion with a fountain in 
the centre and arched openings all round; then an octagonal 
bath with an open pillared corridor round it. Тһе most 
imposing structure is a big stone platform with panels of 
houses, elephants and war scenes sculptured on its sides. 
This platform is supposed to have been the centre of 
activity during the Navaratri or Dussehra festival witnessed 
by the Portuguese visitor, Paes. There is another stone 
basement on which stood the king's Audience Hall. Тһе 
building now known as the Lotus Mahal is a pavilion with 
an upper storey and pillared arches all round. There arc 
also the elephant stables mentioned by Paes. 

Several temples still exist in the ruins of the city. "There 
is the Hazar Rama temple inside the palace enclosure, a 
fine structure in the late Vijayanagara style, built during 
the time of Krishnadeva Raya. Along the Kamalapur- 
Hospet road are to be seen the Virabhadra temple, the 
statue of Narasimha twenty-two feet high hewn out of a 
single block of stone, the Krishna temple built by Krishna- 
deva Raya after his conquest of Udayagiri, the Sasivakallu 
Ganapati and Kadabkallu Ganapati pavilions, and а 
group of Jain temples on the Hemakunta hill. Many 
more temples remain on the bank of the Tungabhadra, viz., 
the Pampapati or Virupaksha temple, the Kodandarama 
temple, the Achutaraya temple in the interior, the 
Varaha temple, the Anantasayana temple, and the famous 
Vithala temple. On the road leading from the Vithala 
temple to Kamalapur are to be seen the Malyavanta 
Raghuyantha temple, the Ganigitti Jain temple, the 
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Chandrasckhara temple and the Pattabhirama temple. 
'The great city of Vijayanagara with its teeming popula- 
lation and untold wealth flourished till 1565 A.p. In that 
year Ramaraya of the Araviti family, who imprisoned the 
lawful emperor, Sadasiva Raya, and functioned as the 
de facto ruler, went to war with a confederacy of the 
Muslim rulers of the Deccan. A fierce battle was fought 
at Rakkas-Tangadi (Tallikota) in which Ramaraya was 
defeated and killed and the Vijayanagara forces were 
routed. This proved to be a turning-point in the fortunes 
of both the Vijayanagara empire and its capital. The 
survivors of the battle reached Vijayanagara in dejection 
and despair. Tirumala, the only surviving brother of 
Ramaraya, came to the capital but made no attempt to 
strengthen its defences and organise a strong opposition. 
Instead he gathered all the treasures that he could and 
hastily left the capital along with the captive emperor, 
and accompanied by “five hundred and fifty elephants 
loaded with gold, diamonds and precious stones valued at 
more than a hundred million sterling, and the State in- 
signia” went to Penukonda in the interior of the empire. 
The citizens of the capital suddenly realised then that 
"it was not a mere defeat but a cataclysm’. ‘The capital 
was invaded by a number of robbers and wild tribes of the 
neighbourhood. Hot on their heels came the victorious 
forces of the confederacy. They stayed in the city for 
five long months and wrought relentless destruction. 
“They slaughtered the people without mercy, broke down 
the temples and palaces; and wreaked such savage vengeance 
on the abode of the kings that with the exception ofa few 
great stone-built temples and walls, nothing now remains 
but a heap of ruins....They demolished the statues... 
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they broke up the pavilions and overthrew all the carved 
work. They lit huge fires in the magnificently decorated 
buildings. Never perhaps in the history of the world has 
such havoc been wrought." Тһе city was “іп the full 
plenitude of prosperity one day, and on the next sieged, 
pillaged and reduced to ruins amidst scenes of savage 
massacre and horrors beggaring description". 

After the departure of the enemies, Tirumala returned 
to Vijayanagara and tried to rehabilitate it but failed. 
The seat of the Imperial government was shifted to Penu- 
konda and all the nobles and rich people migrated there. 
The great city of Vijayanagara was neglected and fell 
into decay. 


XIV CONCLUSION 


THE KINGDOM or Vijayanagara was founded in critical 
times as a daring challenge to the might of the Tughlak 
Sultanate of Delhi and as the professed saviour of Hindu 
independence, Hindu dharma and Hindu culture from the 
aggression and iconoclastic zeal of the Muslim States. 
The city and the empire soon became the centre of vigorous 
Hindu revivalism. The Sangama and Saluva dynasties 
that ruled the empire in succession struggled hard to 
consolidate the position, to obstruct the rolling tide from 
beyond the Krishna апа to annex as much of the east. coast 
as possible. 

Krishnadeva Raya ascended the throne at an opportune 
time as the protege of the Prime Minister, Timmarasu. He 
was a man of mature wisdom, unbounded courage and 
supreme self-confidence. His great generalship coupled 
with the intricate strategy and consummate statesmanship 
of Timmarasu produced remarkable results in the political 
field. Of the two most dangerous enemies of the empire, 
the Gajapati was humbled and Ismail Adil Khan was held 
at bay. АП internal disorders were put down and the 
sovereignty of the emperors reached a new height and a 
new glory. 

Тһе Raya was a versatile genius. Не was as great in 
the realm of the arts and letters as on the battle-field. He 
was a Sahiti-samarangana-sutradhara, Poets and scholars 
flocked to his court and the city of Vijayanagara became 
a virtual university centre wherein dialecticians excelled 
one another and poets and artists showed their creative 
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genius and mature wisdom. 

Krishnadeva Raya stands favourable comparison with 
Samudragupta as à general and conqueror and with 
Chandragupta II, Vikramaditya and Harshavardhana 
Siladitya as a poet, prince and liberal patron of scholars. 
His reign witnessed perfect amity among religions and the 
emperor was an embodiment of toleration, liberalism and 
magnanimity. He indulged in pomp and show as was the 
order of the day, but he was humble where men of learning 
and piety were concerned. Не was a champion of Hindu 
dharma and made liberal gifts (ი temples and other 
institutions which embodied and propagated the dharma. 
He was supremely conscious of his own gifts and virtues 
and of the exalted position held by him but this did not 
diminish his sense of obligation to God and man. His 
achievements indicate a happy blending of the secular and 
spiritual ideals. 

Krishnadeva Raya was great as a man, as ruler, as 
nation-builder and as man of letters. 
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NATIONAL Book Trust, INDIA, 
was set up in 1957 as an autono- 
mous organisation by the Govern- 
ment of India in the Ministry 
of. Education, with the important 
object of creating a movement in 
the country to make the people 
more and more book-minded. 


Тһе activities of the Trust in- 
clude organisation of exhibitions 
and book fairs, arranging semi- 
nars and workshops on problems 
connected with the writing, trans- 
lation, publication and distribu- 
tion of books. 


Also in furtherance of its object- 
ive, the Trust produces and en- 
courages the production of good 
literature and tries to make such 
literature available at a moderate 
price to the public. 


